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You are now holding in your hands and reading the 59th consecutive issue of 
PENNY-WISE. It is also No. 2 of Volume XI, and it can readily be referred to 
as the "index” issue, the "annual meeting" issue, or the "historical" issue - for, 
indeed, it is all of that, and maybe even a little bit more. At any rate, it 
promises to be one of the best issues yet published - and there have been many 
great issues - and it surely should please you, inform you, and give you plenty 
of reason to think, speculate, and ponder! 

This issue starts off with a wonderful numismatic whodunit, which was 
written expressly for P-W by Boston's John Adams - we think it's a wonderful 
contribution to one's numismatic reading. A little further on, you'll find a pro- 
vocative piece on why the U.S. Mint remained in Philadelphia instead of moving 
to Washington as the rest of the Federal government did in 1 800 - Dick Knight 
deserves our thanks for this one. 

And don't miss David Gladfelter's article on "The 1836 Large Cents; 
Products of a New Technology". TAMS members may recognize some parts of 
the narrative, as Dave submitted several articles on this subject to the TAMS 
journal a few years back. However, at that time, the articles were centered 
more on medals and this one focuses on large cents . David also calls your 
attention to another mention of this subject, written by Capt. Charlie Stillwell, 
and published in P-W in the July, 1980 issue, Vol. IV, page 134. 

Walter Breen is also back with another informative epistle which you'll 
profit from by reading. He also submitted a copy of a book review which he had 
done and which was published in his "Bristles and Barbs" column in the January, 
1977 issue of COINS Magazine. We wanted to reprint it, as it would be of con- 
siderable interest to large cent collectors, and we wrote to Cliff Mischler, the 
magazine's publisher, for permission to do so. However, we still haven't 
heard from him, one way or the other - maybe we can do so in the May issue. 
Walter has also promised us another detailed item on the Morristown Mint, 
which Herb Silberman so eloquently described in the January issue of P-W. 

We hope to have that for the May issue too. 

And after an absence of several years, during which time he has been com- 
piling a family genealogy, we have our good friend and well-known author- 
collector of large cents, Ray Williamson , back in print. Ray called our attention 
to a book review which he did on Dr. Sheldon's EARLY AMERICAN CENTS, 
when it was first published, and we thought the review was interesting and infor- 
mative enough to be reprinted so that all could read it. Ed Rochette of ANA was 
very gracious and prompt in granting us permission to reprint the review, which 
appeared in THE NUMISMATIST for November, 1949. 

Likewise, don't overlook Loring's article on the R7's, or Wright's latest 
report on the 1828's, or Milt Pfeffer's addendum effort on half cents. Frank 
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Wilkinson undoubtedly will make a lot of half centers happy with his report 
of an outstanding whist match held recently too. 

There are a number of other features of interest also. As editor. I've 
tried to explain why we had to discontinue plans for an EAC lottery. Roger 
Cohen tells you of the problems he’s had in trying to get EAC approved as a 
tax-exempt organization and why such a rating would be so important. And I've 
given you a report of 70 responses to the questionnaire which appeared in the 
January issue. Answers to this are still coming in but were not included in this 
analysis. Probably 100 answers in all have been received as of March 1 . 

I want to personally thank all of the members who responded to the question- 
naire. Many sent lengthy letters in addition, and I have tried to write to those 
where an answer seemed indicated. However, I may have missed some; and if 
I did, I'm sorry — I was overwhelmed with all the suggestions, explanations, and 
comments which the members presented to me. I hope to act on many of the 
proposals in the months and issues of P-W to come. 

This coming weekend — March 4, 5, 6 — marks the annual convention of EAC, 
which is being held this year in Chicago. I'm sorry that I will not be amongst 
those present. As Chuck Funk noted, when he said he would be there in thought 
but not in person, he's had a nigh-perfect record, having missed only once in the 
past ten years. Your Editor has the same. But hospital problems made worse 
by a severe budget crunch in New York State, plus some personal responsibilities, 
have taken their toll - so like Chuck, I'll just sit this one out - and the next - and 
wait until EAC heads for the east again. Like Burton Ebert has suggested; 

"What's wrong with northern Jersey and the Pocono Mts.?" 

In any event, I have held up the printing of this issue of P-W in the hopes that 
I can include at the end of the issue some last-minute reports of what went on in 
Chicago. If there are any records available from the meeting, that's where 
you'll find them. Denis Loring has promised me that he would do a hurry-up job. 
There were many things to be acted upon at the meeting - one of them being where 
P-W will emanate from in the future. Natalie Halpern has done a tremendous job 
in trying to cut the costs of publishing and mailing P-W, and some of her pro- 
positions will be under consideration. There have been many others who have 
offered their help too - Thomas Katman for one, David Gladfelter, and others. 
Then there's the problem of dues and what to do about them, junior membership, 
a mail auction to be carried in P-W, etc. etc. 

Probably most important of all, there's the matter of elections. Herb 
Silberman insists that he wants to step down and let some younger, more en- 
thusiastic EACer try to fill his shoes. But don't forget this; Herb Silberman 
has been the spark which made EAC a national numismatic organization - he has 
been the peace-maker, the counsellor, the pace-setter, the father image, the 
founder, the father-confessor , the innovator, the guy with the know-how and the 
will to get it done. If Herb leaves the office - even if he acts as a close consultant 
and advisor - there are many of us who feel that EAC just won't be the same. His 
will be hard shoes to fill. By the same token, if P-W doesn't originate from 
Orlando, Florida any longer - if Bill Parks and Mama Mimeo fall by the wayside 
as an economy measure - we wonder if the savings in dues will really be worth it? 
With that sad little bit of reminiscence, we wish those in Chicago well, so far as 
their deliberations are concerned. The May issue of P-W may turn out to be a 
whole new ballgame in a brand new league. Goodbye and good luck. 

Warren A. Lapp, Editor 
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A NUMISMATIC WHODUNIT 


John W . Adams 

Many cent collectors are especially fond of William Wallace Hays. He 
"wrote the book" on 1794 large cents, and he amassed a formidable collection 
thereof. Indeed, his collection represents one of the few links connecting the 
earliest days of our hobby (Maris, Frossard, et al) with the great twentieth 
century numismatists who followed . 

Perhaps the most famous of the Hays legacies is the white edge-lettering 
which is to be found on cents attributed to his collection. These are generally 
described as "Original Hays" coins and are cherished appropriately . Although 
an owner of several of these edge-lettered pieces myself, I have long suspected 
that Hays was not the author of the additions but, rather, that the lettering was 
performed at a later date by someone else, perhaps Phelps or Steigerwalt. 

My heretical view was originally set into motion by the discovery of a non- 
edge— lettered cent, specifically the Sheldon-60 plated by Hays in his book 
published in 1893. This coin, which carries a "Hays-Hall-Brand" pedigree, 
did not appear in the famous Hays-Phelps sale of 1907. Thus, I reasoned, the 
lettering was not done in 1893, but at some point in the ensuing fourteen years 
and quite possibly by some person other than Hays, who died in 1899. 

With the subsequent discovery of five more unmarked pieces bearing the 
Hays provenance, the plot thickened. It thickened still further when I began to 
observe that some of the lettered cents were done in cursive characters and 
some in block, that some (the great majority) were marked in white ink whereas 
others were penned in black. These new facts suggested that a second, or even 
a third, hand had been at work. 

In the interest of sanity, I began to organize the available data. As to the 
question of who had opportunity to commit the act of lettering, it is known (1) 
that Charles Steigerwalt, the Lancaster (PA.) dealer, bought the Hays collection 
intact in the spring of 1 900; (2) that he also bought the Henry Phelps cabinet of 
1 794 cents in the fall of 1 901 ; (3) that he sold the best of both to Charles Zug in 
1906; and (4) that Zug auctioned off his acquisition, via Lyman Low, in March, 
1907. 

As to just what crime had been committed, access to a named copy of the 
Hays-Phelps sale permitted me to trace fifty-one of these cents forward from 
1 907 to their present owners and thereby to compile a precise list of lettering 
characteristice, to wit: 

- 28 pieces carry the conventional "H" plus a Maris number; 

- 8 pieces carry "CH" as a prefix to the number; 

- 3 pieces use "PHs" as a prefix; 

- 2 pieces are illegible; 
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- 2 pieces (S-26, S-39) are marked "PHELPS" plus a number; 

- 2 pieces (S-20, S-42) are marked "HALL" plus a number; 

- 6 pieces (S-37, S-38, S-50, S-53, S-60, and 1794 NCI) have no 

markings at all . 

To get to the problem, one best begins with the unmarked coins about which 
the following can be said: 

1 . Sheldon-50 (Hays 57) and Sheldon-53 (Hays 58) do not appear in the 
Hays-Frossard monograph of 1 893 (that they did belong to Hays and that he 
acquired them circa 1 897 is verified by a letter from Steigerwalt to George 
Rice, dated November 18, 1900). 

2 The Sheldon-NCI of 1 794 (Hays 30) in question is struck on a thin, 
dented flan which did not readily lend itself to the delicate process of edge 
lettering. Readers who have seen this coin in the collection of the American 
Numismatic Society will know whereof I speak. 

3. The unmarked Sheldon-38 (Hays 41) belonged to Henry Phelps. It did 
appear in Lyman Low's 1907 sale (where it was bought by Newcomb) and hence 
its "Hays -Phelps" pedigree. The Hays plate Sheldon-38, which currently 
resides in the author's collection, is inscribed "Obv 30, NEW 56 Hays Variety 

56". 


4. The unmarked Sheldon-60 (Hays 35) plated in the 1 893 monograph, 
remains something of an enigma. However, we know that the coin belonged to 

Dr. Thomas Hall and this fact is suggestive. 

5. Sheldon-37 (Hays 59), both the piece in question and the variety, were 
discovered by Charles Steigerwalt in the spring of 1900. 

Readers who have a good working knowledge of the cents of 1 794 may wish to 
stop here. They now possess most of the clues necessary to solve the mystery. 

One way to approach the mystery is by deciding who didn't do it rather than 
by whodunit. On this score, we can certainly eliminate Dr. Thomas Hall. 

Even though he provided three Hays plate coins, two of which were marked and 
one unmarked, his involvement is otherwise peripheral. Dr. Hall sold his 
collection of 1 794 cents to Virgil Brand in 1 908; many of these coins are 
traceable today, and only the two cited above carry any markings whatsoever. 

Suspect though he is, Steigerwalt comes through the investigation as an 
appealing figure. After Hays’ death, he bought the latter's collection, 
studiously improved it, corresponded , wrote articles, and generally tried to 
advance the state of the art. That he was not overly modest is perhaps best 
captured by Frossard's comment on Steigerwalt's auction practices O 
Charlie (meaning from stock), by Charlie, and for Charlie". However, if 
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Steigerwalt, the egotist, was indeed the letterer, he certainly would have 
inscribed his discovery specimen of the Steigerwalt variety (Sheldon-37). 
Likewise, with great glee, he would have set to work on such prize additions 
to the Hays foundation as Sheldon numbers -38, 53, and 57. 

This leaves just Hays and Phelps. Both lived in Washington, D. C. , and 
thus would have had ready access to the other's collection. However, Phelps 
seems the less likely suspect - he did not care enough to write the book; his 
collection was not nearly as good as Hays'; and he did not mark what must have 
been one of his prize possessions, the Sheldon-38 that appears in the Hays- 
Phelps sale. 

Let us return then to W. W. Hays. Has he been telling us the truth? Speak- 
ing on Hays' behalf in the Foreword to the 1893 monograph, Edouard Frossard 
states that his patron had asembled a complete set of 1 794 cents and implies that 
these were the coins depicted on the plates. Neither the statement nor the 
implication is entirely correct. As to completeness, at least one variety was 
borrowed from Phelps, specifically the Sheldon-39. That Hays never owned 
this variety, we have the authority of the purchaser of the collection (Steigerwalt) 
who so states in private correspondence with Lyman Low. Low repeats the 
assertion in his 1907 auction catalogue. 

As to whose coins appear on the Hays plates, we know from surviving 
pedigrees and/or edge markings that at least three pieces belonged to Dr. Hall 
and two to Henry Phelps. Perhaps J. F. Anger also contributed specimens 
as his name likewise is mentioned in the Foreword to the monograph. Thus, 
we have a picture of the author Hays surrounded by notes, layouts, his own 
collection, and sundry borrowed coins. Under the circumstances, it is logical 
to assume a need on his part to attribute each coin and to keep them separate. 
What better solution, if one were able, than to provide the necessary identification 
by marking the edges of the coins themselves? 

The solution - that the edge marking was performed by W. W. Hays, or at 
his direction, on his coins and on others, as he prepared his 1893 monograph - 
fits virtually all available facts. Of the six unmarked cents, four make their 
appearance subsequent to 1893, and only one (Sheldon-60) remains unexplained. 
Further, all edge-marked coins are either plated in the 1893 monograph or are 
inferior to another edge-marked specimen which is plated. 

In police parlance. Hays had both motive, opportunity, and presumably, a 
weapon. It violates the rules of good drama to begin and end with the same 
prime suspect. However, I am satisfied that in convicting Hays, justice will be 
done. 


Despite its circularity, the investigation has filled in a few gaps in our know- 
ledge of an important time period for U.S. large cents. As so often proves to 
be the case, the exercise of solving has in turn singled out some new questions - 
e.g. what do "CH" and PHs" signify? Do the plain "H" pieces come from Maris? 
Where was the active, knowledgeable B. H. Collins when all these things were 
going on? I will leave these weighty problems for another day or for another 

detective. , , 

************* 
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THE R7 EARLY CENTS - A PENULTIMATE REPORT 


Denis W. Loring 


This article is an enumeration of all known specimens of those Early Date 
cent varieties that, at this time, appear to be R7 or R8. It is also a last-ditch 
attempt to coax previously unreported or unverified goodies out of the wood- 
work. For each variety, the total number known is given, and the individual 
specimens are listed with the following notations: 


(A) coin is in the ANS museum; 

(M) coin is impounded in a museum, but not the ANS; 

(R) coin has not been seen by me, but has been reported by a 

reliable enough source to warrant its inclusion in this listing; 

(U) coin and grade are verified, but present whereabouts is unknown. 


PLEASE - if you own a coin marked (R) or (U), or a coin not included in 
this census , tell me about it . 

1793 NCI 2 5 0(A) -1 


NC2 1 
NC3 3 
NC4 4 
NC5 1 
S-15 10 


7- 3(A)-3 

8- 8-3(A)-3 
50(A) 

2 0(A) -1 5-1 0-8-7-5 (M)-5-4-2-2 


1794 NC4 


S-1 8a 10 
NC8 1 
NCI 5 
S-37 12 

NC2 2 
NC5 1 
NC9 1 
NC6 2 
NC3 2 


4 

25 (A)-25-1 2-1 2-8-8-7-6-4-2 
1 5 

6-4 (A) -3 (U)-3-3 

45 (A)-1 5-1 5-1 2-1 0-7-7-6-4 (U)-2 (R)-2 (M)-1 (A) 
60 (A) -1 0 


4 

3 

1 2-1 2 
1 2-7 (A) 


1795 S-79 6 


NCI 3 
NC2 1 


1 0 (A) -8- 6- 5 (U)-5-X* 
30-1 5-2 
4 


1796 NCI 


NC2 

NC3 

NC5 

NC6 


1 2 30-1 5-1 2 (A)— 1 0-8-8-8-7 (R) -6-4-3 

6 40-1 5-1 0(U)-6(A)-5-3 

1 0 30-1 5-1 5-"F ine"(R)-8-7 (A)-6-6-4-3 (U) 

4 25 (A)-1 5-4-3 

1 3 


1797 NCI 3 


S-1 21 a 5 
NC7 1 
NC6 2 
NC4 1 


30-6-2 (A), possibly a fourth "VG" 
1 0-6 (R)-3— 1 (R)-1 (R) 

1 0 

4-3 

20(A) 


61 


X indicates that no gnade was assigned to the coin. Coin is Pine as to wean, 
has smooth surfaces and lovely colon, but has a good-sized hole in it and is a 


brockage. 

Was last sold in the Ruby sale. 

1798 

NCI 

3 

1 0 (A)-1 0-8 


NC2 

5 

1 2-1 0-8 (A) -6- 5 (U) 

1799 

NCI 

3 

1 5-7-3 

1800 

NC5 

1 

10 


NC6 

2 

25-5 


NCI 

1 

8(A) 


NC2 

5 

1 0 (U)-1 0-6 (A) -5-4 


NC3 

8 

50-20-1 0 (R)-8-8-5-5-5 


NC4 

3 

8 (U)-6 (A) -3 

1801 

S-21 

7 9 

45-40-25-20 (A)-1 5 (A) -5-4-3 


NC2 

4 

1 5-7 (A) -7-3 


NC4 

2 

10-4 


NC3 

10 

CO 

1 

CO 

1 

1 

D 

i 

10 

1 

(0 

1 

N 

1 

CO 

1 

CO 

1 

C\J 

1802 

NC2 

10 

50 (A) -20 (R)-20-1 0-8 (R)-7-7-6-5-3 


Total number of varieties: 43 

R8: 28, including 12 unique 

R7 : 15, including 2 of which twelve are known 

All right, you R’s, U's, and previously unknowns - where are you? 

************* 

SPECIAL OFFER TO EAC MEMBERS 

Over the years we have been friends with many if not most EAC club 
members. Perhaps you are already acquainted with our "Rare Coin Review" 
(issued several times a year), our "special Coin Letter" (issued about ten 
times a year), and the auction catalogues produced by our division, the 
American Auction Association, Inc. If not, we would like to make this special 
offer to you: We will send you without charge or obligation of any kind our latest 
large illustrated catalogue. Each issue contains many different United States 
colonial coins, half cents, large cents, and other interesting pieces. To re- 
ceive your copy simply write "send me a free copy of your latest catalogue 
per yo u r specia l EAC offer" on a note or postcard and send it to us . Your 
catalogue will be sent by return mail ! 

We are always interested in the acquisition, either for purchase or for sale 
at auction, of choice and desirable early United States coins. When you think 
of selling your collection consider us. 

Bowers and Ruddy Galleries, Inc., 6922 Hollywood Blvd., Hollywood, CA 90028 

************* 
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RAYMOND H. WILLIAMSON SPEAKS OUT 


A recent letter from Ray Williamson carried the following comments: 

"I got as far as the November, 1 976 issue of PENNY-WISE where we find 
Loring's ’A Recommendation for Numbering Large Cents'. I've given this 
subject a lot of thought over the years and concur fully with the first five of his 
items of position. Also, the pioneer workers in cent-variety study heartily 
deserved having their names perpetuated by initial letters preceding the variety 
numbers; moreover, it was necessary to do so in order to disclose whose 
numbering scheme was being used. However, we have now reached a time in 
this particular field where this information is quite mature, and it is not likely 
to have really substantial additions or changes. Hence, I believe quite strongly 
that it's time to drop all the prefix letters and to just use a plain numbering 
system for each date, viz. 1823-1 . In actual use, there will be no ambiguity as 
to whether we're talking about cents or some other denomination; 'Cents' will 
be used as a column heading or paragraph label if clarity is needed. 

These philosophical thoughts reminded me that in 1949 Stuart Mosher, then 
the Editor of THE NUMISMATIST, was casting about for someone who had the 
temerity to review for publication the then-new book by Dr. William H. Sheldon, 
'EARLY AMERICAN CENTS'. Well, it fell my lot to make the review. I re- 
call that I felt hardly qualified for the assignment, and willingly made the review 
as positive as possible. But I personally disliked the straight-through number- 
ing system because it allowed so little room for growth and changes. My 
review appeared in the November, 1949 issue of THE NUMISMATIST, pp 683-4; 
I find it quite enlightening in view of today's controversies . You will see that I 
didn't have the courage to say (8th paragraph) 'I don't like the straight-through 
numbering system', but I did get it said in a back-handed sort of way. And I did 
find a reason for the straight-through system: to prevent improper additions 
to the numbering system to identify die states rather than varieties , a practice 
engaged in by some dealers out after a buck. An example of this practice 
appears in the appendix of 'New Varieties of United States Cents, 1 81 6 to 1857, 
Inclusive', published as part of B. Max Mehl's 1924 reprint of Frank D. 

Andrews' 'The United States Copper Cents 1816-1857' (1883)." 

Mr. Williamson enclosed a photocopy of his book review as it was published 
in THE NUMISMATIST in November, 1949. As noted by Mr. Williamson in his 
letter above, the contents are timely, even as of today. It was thought that the 
EAC membership would enjoy seeing a reprint of this review, and it follows 
herewith. Permission to reprint the article was very graciously granted by the 
American Numismatic Association through its Executive Vice-President, Edward 
C. Rochette, for which the Editor and P-W are most appreciative. The review 
is as follows; 


"BOOK REVIEWS 

EARLY AMERICAN CENTS, 1793-1814, by Dr. William H. Sheldon, with the 
collaboration of H . K. Downing and M. H. Sheldon. First Edition (1949.) 

XXVI pages preface, etc. , plus 340 pages text plus 51 full-page Collotype plates 
with mating diagrams. Published by Harper & Brothers, New York. Cloth, 

9 %" x 6" . $10. 
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This is the book which collectors of U.S, copper cents have long awaited 
to put an end to the class ificational chaos presented by some of the earlier 
publications. It is of nearly equal interest to the general collector of U.S. 
coins. The style is lucid and incisive, the printing is excellent, and the plates 
are perfection. The book is considered by this reviewer to be the most 
important contribution to American numismatics since S. S. Crosby's EARLY 
COINS OF AMERICA appeared in 1878. 

Attribution data are provided for the 327 known die varieties of the years 
1793 through 1814. A straight-through numbering system is used for the 295 
'collectible' varieties of which less than three specimens are known to be in 
collectors' hands. The plates for each variety are carefully arranged so that 
they form the basis for the mating diagrams, showing the various 'marriages' 
of obverse and reverse dies. 

In addition to the straight-through attribution numbers, comparable to those 
of the Proskey-Doughty work, the obverses and reverses on the mating diagrams 
and in the text are also identified by numbers and letters respectively, forming 
combinations such as '3-C of 1793*, as in Crosby's work on the cents of that 
year. The much-discussed 'Jefferson-Head' cents of 1795, previously described 
as probable counterfeits, have been raised to the status of probable mint pro- 
ducts, and have been assigned regular attribution numbers. Never does Dr. 
Sheldon waver from the true concept that one (and only one) die variety of a 
coin can be struck from one pair of dies . The better known of the older attribu- 
tion numbers are liberally cross-referenced . Dimensions, used sparingly, are 
in millimeters . 

A scientific approach has been made to means for evaluating any collectible 
variety in any condition. A novice quickly can learn to make adequate appraisals, 
The method is remarkable for its simplicity: value is based on condition, rarity, 
and demand as evidenced by prices realized at sales in the second quarter of the 
twentieth century. His numerical system of condition grading seems more 
usable than any of the many such systems which have been proposed. It is worth 
careful study by collectors of other series. 

A chapter is included on early mint history. Another chapter reviews the 
principal literature of the copper-cent series, including a bibliography. Many 
useful tables appear throughout the text summarizing data on rarity, basal value 
and cross references between Sheldon variety numbers and earlier attribution 
numbers . 

Dr. Sheldon has happily combined the collector's delight in his favorite 
subject, the scientist's clarity of classification, and the medical man's keen 
understanding of human foibles, particularly as revealed by the rough-and- 
tumble of the market place. His choice of descriptive words is precise. An 
example is his apt use of the term 'gynandroid* to describe the features of Miss 
Liberty on both the Liberty-Cap and Turban-Head types (pages 73 and 306); this 
adjective is worth a trip to the dictionary, if necessary. Dr. Sheldon's variety 
names are somehow reminiscent of the quaint names used for the varieties of 
the 1794 series by another medico-numismatist. Dr. Edward Maris, whose 
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pioneering pamphlet first appeared just 80 years ago; however. Dr. Sheldon’s 
variety names are a great deal more helpful when making attributions. His 
introductory chapters succeed in creating a nostalgic mood concerning the time 
in our history when these old cents were coined. Such a mood is pleasant and 
all too rare in today's acquisitive scramble for specimens. 

While critical comments are necessary, none of major importance is 
offered . A more comprehensive index would assist in re-locating important bits 
of information remembered from an initial reading. Purists may not care for 
the occasional folksy reference to 'old pennies' rather than the more correct 
'old cents'; however, the man— in— the— street has always called them 'pennies . 

The present confusion concerning 'milled edge', 'reeded edge', 'upset rim' et 
cetera is not clarified by the reference to 'milling' meaning 'reeded' for S-79 
of 1 795. 

Many collectors would have preferred a variety-numbering system in which 
the attribution numbers begin with No. 1 for each date, rather than the straight- 
through numbering system which is used. However, this writer suspects that 
Dr. Sheldon sought by any means at his command to avoid the future assignment 
of unauthorized 'S' numbers by uninformed persons to 'new' pseudo varieties 
which in reality are not varieties at all. If any new true varieties are discovered 
(and there will surely be a few) they will probably be of sufficient rarity to be 
placed in the non— collectible (NC) series, which begins with NO— 1 for each date. 
Thus, Dr. Sheldon has thoughtfully provided for future orderly growth in this 
direction . 

In his text, the term 'die break variations' is used repeatedly to identify die 
cracks, breaks, and injuries, while no generic name is used to cover die re- 
cuttings and regrindings. Some of the more strong ly-market 'die break varieties' 
are shown on the plates and are identified by the letters "VD". This writer would 
prefer the general name 'die states' to cover all the progressive changes, both 
accidental and by design, which might happen to a die throughout its service life. 

It would seem that the hurried reader might easily confuse 'variations' with 
'varieties', which are entirely different. 

The above debatable points are trivial as compared to the tremendous amount 
of accurate and interesting data which are given. 

This volume is by no means Harper & Brothers' first essay at numismatic 
publication. In 1 861 they published W. C. Prime's well-known COINS, MEDALS 
AND SEALS. Also, four comprehensive numismatic articles appeared in 
Volumes 20, 23, and 24 of their monthly magazine at about this time, which was 
the period of most rapid growth of coin collecting in our history. 

The 'S' numbers will soon be in general use to classify the early cents. 

These attributions will be a more enjoyable task than ever before. For years to 
come, a personal home— liberty copy of EARLY AMERICAN CENTS will enhance the 
pleasure of a multitude of cent collectors and students of American numismatics. 
Libraries will find the book in long-term demand. 

R . H . Williamson 

Syracuse, N.Y. 

Aug. 29, 1949" 

************* 
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Monographs on 

Varieties of United States Large Cents 

1795 _ 1803 

Edited by 


Denis W. Loring 



This anthology contains George H. Clapp's The United States Cents of the Years 17 98-1799 
Howard R. Newcomb's The United States Cents of the Years 1801-1802-1803 , and their collabor 
ative effort The United States Cents of the Years 1795, 1796, 1797, and 1800. The Clapp- 
Newcomb books, which formed the foundation for Sheldon's classic work. Penny Whimsy, use 
the Crosby system of obverse-reverse designations and present the varieties of cents in a 
logical sequence of emission. As Denis W. Loring points out in the foreword to the an- 
thology, each of the books "represents , for the dates under consideration, the first 
thoroughly researched and carefully assembled representation of the die varieties of United 
States cents . " 

Two new appendixes, also by Loring, have been included in this 233-page hardcover 
volume. One is an update on new finds which have been made since the original publication 
of the Clapp-Newcomb works. The other is a guide to the rarity and value of large cents 
from 1795-1801. With the addition of the appendixes and foreword, these Clapp-Newcomb 
works are a must for any collector of large cents. 

$30.00 (Postpaid) 

Quart-erman Publications, Inc. 

5 South Union Street 
Lawrence, Massachusetts 01843 
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A BOOK REVIEW 


by Milton W. Pfeffer 


"MONOGRAPHS ON VARIED IES OF UNITED STATES LARGE CENTS 

1 795 - 1 803" 

(Edited by Denis W. Loring) 

Under the above title, Quarterman Publications, Inc. has reprinted, in a 
single volume, the following three monographs: George H. Clapp and Howard 

R. Newcomb, "The United States Cents of the Years 1795, 1796, 1797, and 
1800" (1947); George H. Clapp, "The United States Cents of the Years 1798- 
1799" (1931); and Howard R. Newcomb, "The United States Cents of the Years 
1801 - 1802 - 1803" (1925). 

Although these studies are now read from a distance of a generation or 
so, one is still forcibly impressed with their quality. The keenness of the 
authors’ observations, their perception, and the accuracy of their descriptions 
the result of more than twenty years' research - provide striking evidence that 
Clapp and Newcomb attained a level of scholarship which is generally missing 
tpese days. Turning the pages of the book, it is plain that the unhurried, 
intense efforts put forward by them, in what was obviously a labor of love, 
reflect a time when nimismatists still clung to old-fashioned values. 

Because of that, Clapp and Newcomb speak to us even today with authority 
and not merely as historical curiosities. Although it may sound trite, I must 
say that no student of the early coppers should be without the Clapp- 
Newcomb writings. This edition of their monographs is most welcome, there- 
fore, not only because it provides us with books that have been out— of— print, 
but also because it places at our fingertips the data which was so laboriously, 
and so fondly, collected by Clapp and Newcomb. The added fact that it appears 
in a fine edition and with some very discerning remarks by Denis W. Loring 
in the form of a Foreword and two appendices is icing on the cake. 

The plates in this edition have been reproduced with fidelity from the 
original publications. However, being copies, they cannot be better than the 
originals; and some of the originals are not as good as they should have been. 
Where this was a problem, I found the solution by using the plates in Dr. 
Sheldon's PENNY WHIMSY. 

The book sells for $30. , and copies may be obtained by writing to 
Quarterman Publications, Inc., 5 South Union Street, Lawrence, Massachusetts 
081 43. 


************* 
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Cents of 1 828 


John D . Wright 

The 2,260,624 cents delivered in 1828 make this a fairly common year, 
though just slightly less so than 1827. Twelve varieties are known from five 
obverse and eleven reverse dies. Of these, two are rare, two more are 
scarce, two offer an impressive date-recutting (the 1828/88), and one is an 
extremely popular (though common) transitional type. This is more than 
enough to make 1828 a highly interesting year for the cent collector. 

Mint State examples are known of all but one of the 1828 varieties, but 
two are quite rare thus and only two of the twelve varieties can boast much 
over a dozen MS examples apiece. Overall, only around 130 to 150 true MS 
1828's are available for the more finicky date collectors. Only one variety is 
known in Proof, and that by only two or three examples (and one of those is in 
Smithsonian) . 

After the guesswork of recent years, the sequencing of 1828 varieties 
comes as a refreshingly trivial task. The one small-date die comes last, 
since this die is from the punch-set of 1 829-1 835. The remaining eleven 
varieties come in three die-chains and the sequence within each chain is 
fairly easily determined. The longest of these chains contains two 1827 re- 
verses, so it is placed first. Welcome corroborating evidence is that this 
assigns the only 1 828 known in Proof as the first variety of the year. The 
next-longest chain has an 1 829 reverse on its last-struck variety, so we have 
placed it just before the small date. This uniquely determines the 1828 
sequence. Now all somebody has to do is to find one strange new mating of 
the known dies to throw all of this into a cocked hat. 

1 8 2 v. close, E above R N-5 (5-E) 

PLF FPR 

Obverse 1 : Stars 1 and 12 point between dentils, and stars 2,8,11 nearly do. 
Sixth star points to coronet tip. Left edge of curl is between the right 
curves of 2. Date is large and extremely close, with 1 and 2 low, 82 
tops all but touch. Tail of a '2' shows between bases of 28. In 
LIBERTY, B is high, top of E is above top of R and is broken and re- 
paired, BER are strongly recut below their tops. Feet of RT are close 
with T lower . 

Reverse A; Key leaves point R-, FPR, FPR, R-. D is slightly above E. 

PLS is nearer O than S . TA are slightly closer than AT with final T a 
touch high. Feet of ER are well apart, and final A is far from the stem. 
A long spike extends from leaftip over O of ONE. Both E's of ONE 
CENT show recutting inside their right top pendants. Bold center dot. 
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Striking variations: A delicate crack develops thru tops TED, growing heavy 

on a few examples . In 1 91 4 Gies reported this variety to McGirk with a 
rimbreak joining ED tops to rim - not seen thus by me. 

Discussion: R2, rather common in all but MS and highly distinctive^. 

65-65-60-60-60-60. There is at least one more at 55+, four 50's, and 
many at 40-45. The best are the Clarke and DuPont coins, neither of 
which appeared in their respective sales. Other MS examples include 
J. P. Young, Newcomb, Masters, and Ryder. Two confirmed Proofs are 
known from these dies, possibly three. The Smithsonian Proof has been 
cleaned, and the Beckwith-Morgan-Clarke-Starr coin may be the same as 
the one in the Cleanay sale (1 890). This variety commands no premium. 

2 82 v. close, E above R N-2 (2-B) 

Final A v. close to stem 

Obverse 1 : Same as #1 , later. 

Reverse B: Key leaves point PC, R-, PC, C. TA feet are well apart. In 

AMERICA, AM feet are more apart than ME, I is dotted by a dentil, and 
final A is very near tip of stem. Plain, small center dot. 

Striking variations: Both dies remain crisp, dentilation fades slightly. The 
line joining bases of 28 fades out, and a very faint crack grows from the 
right side of the final 8 to hair over *13. Reverse usually has dentilation 
slightly stronger at left. 

Discussion: R1 , commonest 1828 in all but near MS. 65-65-60-60-60-60. 

In spite of its commonness in grades VF and down, only one other 
purported MS example, two AU’s and around a dozen XF’s are known to 
me. The best two are French— McPherson— Empire— Taylor and Essex, 
followed by Newcomb, J. P. Young, ANS, W. F. Webb, and one Larry 
Whitlow had in the late 60’s. There is no variety-premium for this one. 

3 82 v. close, E above R N-4 (4-D) 

D S close 

Obverse 1 : Same as #1 and #2, later. 

Reverse C: Key leaves point PC+, PR, SPR, PC. D S close, TAT feet 
evenly close, as are AME feet. Final A is away from the stem. N of 
CENT tilts right (slightly). Tiny or missing center dot. This is Reverse 
E of 1 827, now worn and mushy. 

Striking variations: The last traces of reverse dentilation fade away, and 
obverse dentilation begins to weaken at *3—4. The obverse crack 
(see #2) is generally distinguishable only on better examples. 
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Discussion: R5, rare in all grades, currently unknown above VF . 30-20-20- 

15-12-12. Two other confirmed 12-coins are known, plus three more 
unconfirmed VF's (’66 ANA, ’46 Federal, ’45 Hughes) currently untraced . 
The best are Kissner-Warfield, Blaisdell, and the writer's coin. Over a 
dozen VG's are known and around another dozen lower. This is the 
rarest 1828 known to Andrews, is often confused with #4 (N-3), and 
usually finds an eager buyer at the 3x-4x range - when correctly attributed. 

4 82 v. close, E above R N-3 (3-G) 

PLD R 

Obverse 1 : Same as #1 , #2, and #3, later still. 

Reverse D: Key leaves point R, PR, SPR, PC. TA feet are apart, and AT 

feet nearly touch. AME are evenly close, right center of R is filled in, 
and the final A is away from the stem. Small center dot. 

Striking variations: The faint obverse crack usually shows only on better 

specimens. The 2-8 baseline no longer shows, both obverse and reverse 
rims begin to dish. Obverse dentilation is indistinct and slightly 
crumbled at *3-4. 

Discussion; R2, rather common in all but MS. 65-60-60-60-60-60. Another 
60 is known, followed by four All's and at least six XF’s. The best ones 
are DuPont-Taylor, followed by the Helfenstein-Slife and W. F. Morgan 
coins. Other MS examples include Gaskill, Newcomb, ! J40, and 

Davis/Graves . This variety commands no premium except when (often) 
found misattributed as #3 (N-4). 

5 82 v. close, E above R N-1 2 (1 2-A) 

Dash between S O 

Obverse 1 ; Same as #1 thru #4, last use of this die. 

Reverse E: Key leaves point NR, R-, PC, PC. Feet of AME are all evenly 

near. I of AMERICA is dotted by a dentil, and final A is away from the 
stem. Small center dot. This is Reverse G of 1827. 

Striking variations; Cracked center CA to stem as on 1827 #12, and 

occasionally extending lightly to base of U. This variety was struck 
before 1828 #6 and after 1827 #12. 

Discussion: R5+, rarest 1828 by a small margin. 60-40-40-25-20-20. 

Besides these, Hines had a 60 which may be different than the NN56 
example (listed), a third 40-coin has been reported but unconfirmed. 
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two more 20’s are known, at least six fines, and around two dozen lower. 
The best of the variety are NN56 (possibly ex Hines), J. P. Young- 
G. H. Clapp-ANS, and J. P. Young-Newcomb . This variety is quite 
similar to #6 (N-1) and was first discovered by John Young in 1 941 . He 
found three, giving one to Newcomb, one to Clapp, and keeping the worst 
( VF ) for himself. Though Newcomb never found one, he considered the 
variety as only scarce since his friend had found three and had given two 
of them away. A buyer or two can usually be found for this variety in the 
3x-4x range. 


6 82 close, ER feet joined N-1 (1 -A) 

Dash between S O 

Obverse 2: Stars 1 ,2,6,10,12 point between dentils, and stars 3,7,11 nearly 
do. Sixth star points at coronet tip. Left edge of curl is between the 
right curves of 2. Date is large, very close, with 2 low. In LIBERTY, 

B is high, ER tops are even with feet joined, RT feet are apart and about 
even. Tops of B , Y are lightly recut. Top of E is broken and repaired as 
on all 1 828 large dates . 

Reverse E: Same as #5 and 1827 #12, later. 

Striking variations: Occasionally is found with reverse upside-down (head- 

to-head rather than head-to-toe) . The CA-stem crack grows bolder, 
extends on thru feet of UNITED. Dentils begin to fuse over final S of 
STATES. Obverse develops minor dentil-fusing between *3-4; other- 
wise retired as a near-perfect die. 

Discussion: R2, rather common in all grades. 65-60-60-60-60-60. The 

best is the Helfenstein coin, likely ex-French, which was also a 65-coin. 
At least eight, possibly ten 60 's are known, followed by three AU's and 
at least eight XF's. This variety is often misattributed as #5 (N-1 2), 
which is the only way it ever commands a premium. 
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7 


Crack 8 to 
PLS PR 


N-7 (7-G) 


Obverse 3- Star 13 points between dentils, and stars 1 ,4,12 nearly do. 

Sixth star points a hair left of the coronet tip. Date figures are large, 
close, with 82 even, 1 lot, and final 8 high. A phantom ’8’ shows be- 
tween 82. Left edge of curl is between right curves of 2. This die is 
instantly identifiable by the chip on the right juncture of the 8-loops, 

L is low, IBE is strongly recut below tops, top of E is broken and 
repaired, and foot of T is below R. 

Reverse F ; Key leaves point NR, PR, R+, PC. I of UNITED is dotted by a 
dentil. TAT feet are evenly near, with final T a bit low. Final A is 
away from the stem. E of ONE is a bit low. Small center dot. 

Striking variations: Comes with obverse cracked from center of 28 thru 
*13,12, and little or no rust pitting on either die. Later, both dies 
develop rust pits scattered uniformly, and reverse die dishes more and 
more. Top reverse rim is usually weaker than bottom. 

Discussion: R3, scarce but not rare. 60-60-60-60-60-60. A 65-coin has 

been reported but its grade is unconfirmed, and at least four of the listed 
60-coins (French, Newcomb, ANS, Helfenstein) have some claim to a 
higher grade. Nine confirmed MS examples are known, two more un- 
confirmed MS, followed by at least six AU’s. In spite of this, I have 
found this variety difficult at XF or above. It does often command a 
premium, though rarely as much as 2x. 

8 Crack 8 to * N-6 (6-F) 

PLS R 


Obverse 3; Same as #7, later. 

Reverse G: Key leaves point PC-, R, PC, SPC. I of UNITED is dotted by 

a dentil. Feet of TA are slightly more apart than AT . Final A is 
away from the stem. T of CENT leans right. Bold center dot. 

Striking variations: Always seen with a crack center of 28 thru inner points 
of *13,12, occasionally on to *10. Rust pits (lumps on coin) are always 
found scattered all over the obverse. Occasionally found with additional 
hairline cracks to right edge of hairbun, from coronet tip thru *6, and 
from point of bust to rim right of *1 . Sometimes comes with reverse 
upside down (head-to-head). 

Discussion: R1 +, second commonest 1 828 . 65-65-65-65-60-60. Far the 

most common 1 828 in Mint State. The best of the lot are Helfenstein- 
Slife, Taylor, Hines-'49 ANA, and one by RARCOA in 1972. At least 


six more are better than straight 60-coins, and at least 30 are known in 
all MS grades (60-70). This is an interesting variety whose distinctives 
(28/88, heavily rust— pitted obverse) are instantly recognized by early 
collectors. As an imitation "overdate" (for the mispunched 8), it 
occasionally manages to draw some slight premium in spite of its 
commonness - but usually does not. 


3 
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9 


82 tops separated 
Bold center dot 


N-11 (11-K) 


Obverse 4: Stars 1 and 5 point between dentils, and stars 7 and 13 nearly do. 
Sixth star points slightly left of coronet tip. Date figures are large, 
rather close, with both 8’s a bit high. Left edge of curl is over inner 
curve of 2. 82 are no closer than 1 8 or 28 - the only large date die thus. 

Feet of IB touch, tops of ERT are recut, with top of E broken and repaired. 

Reverse H: Key leaves point NR, R-, NR, NR. Feet of ED, AT, AMERI 
nearly touch, with R slightly below E. Final A is far from the stem. 
Recutting is found on D, and often between feet of TA and CA, and in the 
mouth of the final C. The bottom of an ’S’ often shows between D S and 
the left side of an *0* between SO. Bold center dot. 

Striking variations: As the dies wear, successive lappings remove all 

traces of the recutting, leaving only that on the D. Reverse dentilation 
fades as the rim dishes and begins to crumble K3-6. Obverse dentilation 
remains crisp. 

Discussion: R2, rather common in all grades. 65-65-65-65-60-60. Over a 
dozen MS examples and several AU's make this the third most common 
1 828 in Mint State. The best of the lot are Hillcrest 2, Hoffman, and two 
others traded privately. The obvious "phantom letters" (S , O) on early 
strikes generate interest in the variety, but not enough to overcome its 
prevalence. It commands no premium. 

1 0 82 tops separated N-8 (8-H) 

PLS PC 


Obverse 4 : Same as #9, later. 

Reverse I: Key leaves point PC-, PC-, PC, PC. Feet of TAT and AM are 

evenly apart. MERI feet all nearly touch. Final A is away from the 
stem, with several down— sloping die scratches below the ribbon and 
stem. In ONE CENT both N's tilt right and both E's tilt left. Final T 
is slightly low. Small, weak center dot. 

Striking variations: Early strikes have reverse unbroken. Later a crack 
develops thru tops of TED and light dentil— fusing shows between D S. 
Newcomb reported this crack developing into a rimbreak, but I have not 
seen it thus. Obverse remains crisp, with dentilation slightly less 
distinct than on #9. Occasionally found with reverse crossways, rotated 
a quarter turn left. 
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Discussion: R4, fourth scarcest 1 828 . 65-60-60-55-50-50. Another 50, 

two 45's, and at least six 40's are known to me. The best one has 
changed hands privately at least three times in the last ten years, will 
likely stay put for a while now. The other two MS examples are Hines 
and Clapp-ANS, which was sold at least twice as "Proof". Newcomb 
listed this variety in Proof, either from Clapp’s report or from his own 
cleaned XF45 specimen which he called a Proof. Though no confirmed 
Proofs of this variety are known, it does occasionally come with 
mirrored, prooflike fields. It is scarce enough to demand a premium, 
but easy enough to keep the premium generally below 1 ,3x or so. 

11 82 tops separated N-9 (9-1) 

Dashes between F A 

Obverse 4; Same as #9 and #10, later. 

Reverse J : Key leaves point NR, NR, R-, NR. Several light die-scratches 

slope upward between the feet of F A. UNI are lightly recut below their 
tops. TA feet are well apart, AT feet nearly touch. AMER feet are 
close and rather even, with RI farther apart. Final A is far from the 
stem. N of ONE and NT of CENT tilt right. Tiny, weak center dot. 

This die reappears on the first 1829 cent (N-8) . 

Striking variations: Reverse die remains new, while obverse rim begins to 
dish slightly. Generally found with obverse dentilation boldest at bottom. 

Discussion: R4+, quite scarce but not "exceedingly rare" as previously 

touted. 65-65-65-60-60-60. The census of this variety is surprisingly 
high considering its rarity. At least three AU’s, six XF’s, and nine or 
more VF’s are known to me. Evidently none of the best three have been 
auctioned since 1932, though all have changed hands a few times since 
then. This variety commands a bit of a premium but generally much less 
than is asked - probably due to its mythical "extreme rarity" . It usually 
finds a buyer at up to 1 .5x, occasionally a little beyond. 
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12 


Small wide date 


N-1 O (1 0-J) 


Left top M long 

Obverse 5: Stars 1 and 10 point between dentils, and stars 5,12,13 nearly do. 
Sixth star points slightly left of coronet tip. Date figures are small and 
widely spaced, with script 8's. This is the first appearance of a new 
numeral-set which will remain in use for over a decade. Evidently, the 
small-set 1 did not please the die-sinker, as it is overpunched with the 1 
from the old large-figure set. Traces of the small underpunch often show 
along the right upright and under the peak of the 1 . Left edge of curl is 
over the center of 8. Tops of IBERTY are recut, RT most plainly. Feet 
of IB are above ER which are above T, which has an extra stand above its 
base. Perfect, unbroken E from a different punch than on any other 1828. 

Reverse K: Key leaves point NR, PR, R+, NR. TA are more apart than AT, 
AM are more apart than ME, RI feet are very close, and final A is far 
from the stem. M has a long left top. Tiny, weak center dot. 

Striking variations: Reverse rim begins to dish slightly and dentilation fades. 

Discussion: R2-, rather common but extremely popular. 65-65-65-60-60-60. 
At least three dozen MS examples are known, topped by the Clarke, 
Sawicki -Taylor, and Pearl pieces. The latter appeared in both the 
Clarke and Schwartz sales, though not a part of either of those collections. 
The Small Date 1 828 is a single-variety type with its own listing in most 
catalogues. Its variety-premium is its type-premium, and only its 
common occurrence keeps it from demanding a substantial price. With 
a few notable throwbacks in 1834 and 1835, the small date figures intro- 
duced on this variety will grace all cents until 1839 or later. 
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REMOVAL OF THE U.S. MINT FROM PHILADELPHIA 


Richard B. Knight 

In 1 800, most of the Federal government, including the Secretary of the 
Treasury and the Bureau of Engraving and Printing, moved from Philadelphia 
to Washington, D.C. Why did the U.S. Mint remain behind in Philadelphia? 

In his report to the President and to Congress in 1799, Elias Boudinot, 
Director of the Mint, urged that the U.S. Mint be left in Philadelphia. He 
argued that (1) the machinery would be difficult and expensive to relocate, (2) 
well-trained workmen had become established in Philadelphia, and (3) Phila- 
delphia was closer to the sources of copper. There was no need for the Mint 
to be near the sources of silver or gold at the time, inasmuch as the Mint only 
struck that silver and gold which was brought to it by citizens. There was no 
further reference at any time in any subsequent Mint report regarding removal 
of the Mint to Washington, D.C. 

About this time, however, there is a lot on the record regarding abolish- 
ment of the Mint altogether. On March 4, 1 800, a Committee of the 6th U.S. 
Congress recommended repeal of the Act which authorized the first U.S. Mint, 
listing such reasons as no certain supply of raw ore, the Mint not being able to 
furnish sufficient quantities of half cents and cents, and the ability of the Federal 
government to get coins in other ways . The Committee recommended that the 
Treasurer be directed to find other ways in which to supply cents and half cents . 

So why didn’t the Mint move from Philadelphia to Washington? My conclu- 
sion is only a guess. For one thing, the Treasurer was unable to find any other 
good way to produce the coins called for. Secondly, the recommendation to 
repeal the Act authorizing the Mint, as made by the Committee, was voted down. 
Probably, after that important victory, the Treasurer and Director Boudinot 
reasoned that the best policy would be to say nothing more for a while about any- 
thing controversial regarding the Mint. This included saying nothing either way 
about moving or not moving the Mint from Philadelphia. 

Maybe someone can offer (or can get) more definite information on this 
question, in which case I would like to hear from him. 

************* 

In researching the above article further, in response to some questions put 
to him by two of the Editors of P-W, Dick Knight came up with this additional 
information; 

On March 14, 1800, the U.S. Congress passed a law extending the stay of 
the U.S. Mint in Philadelphia for one year to March 4, 1801 . 

Director Boudinot, in his Annual Report of the Mint on February 13, 1801 , 
said; "Congress, by act of last session of Congress, allowed the Mint to remain 
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in Philadelphia until March 4, next". He petitioned the Congress to renew this 
permission. On March 3, 1801 , Congress stretched the stay of the Mint in 
Philadelphia to March 4, 1803; and passed to the District Judge of Pennsylvania 
certain formal duties previously performed by the Chief Justice of the United 
States and the Secretary and Controller of the Treasury. 

On March 3, 1 803, those interested in the fate of the Mint were able to 
breathe a little easier, when Congress extended the stay in Philadelphia for 
five years to March 4, 1 808. 

On April 1 , 1 808, with no apologies for the delay, Congress extended the 
stay of the Mint in Philadelphia until March 4, 1813, and transferred the duties 
previously assigned to the District Judge of Pennsylvania now to be performed 
by the Collector of the Port. 

On December 12, 1812, the stay was extended to March 4, 1818; on 
January 14, 1 81 8 to March 4, 1823, and on March 3, 1823 to March 4, 1828. 

Finally, on May 19, 1828, again a little late. Congress extended the stay 
of the Mint in Philadelphia "until otherwise provided by law". 

RECENT PUBLICATIONS FOR YOUR LIBRARY 

UNITED STATES LARGE CENTS 1793-1857 

by Warren A. Lapp and Herbert A. Silberman 

This anthology, seventh in the series of "Gleanings from THE NIMISMATIST", 
contains over 100 articles published between 1895 and 1971 on U.S. large cents 
and half cents, including articles by Charles Steigerwalt, George H. Clapp, 

Howard R. Newcomb, and Charles E. McGirk. It makes interesting reading 
and a valuable reference. Just the book for your numismatic library! 

This book may be purchased for $35. from Quarterman Publications, Inc., 

5 South Union Street, Lawrence, Massachusetts, 01806. 

Other recent releases for your consideration include; 

"Monographs on Varieties of United States Large Cents 1 793-1 794" 

Edited by John W. Adams. Available from Quarterman Publications 
for $30. Soon to be available. 

"Monographs on Varieties of United States Large Cents 1795-1803" 

Edited by Denis W. Loring. Now available from Quarterman Publications 
for $30. 

"Penny Whimsy" by Dr. William H. Sheldon. A reprint of the original 1958 
publication. Available from Quarterman Publications for $25. 

"The Early American Coppers Anthology" published by Sanford J. Durst, 133 
East 58th Street, New York, NY 10022. Will retail for $39.50. Special pre- 
publication price to EACers is $29.50. Will be issued on or about February 28, 

1 977. 
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THE 1836 LARGE CENTS: PRODUCTS OF A NEW TECHNOLOGY 


David B . Gladfelter 

The 1836 large cents merit special recognition from coin collectors as 
the first products of a new technology introduced by the U.S. Mint that year: 
the striking of coins by steam-powered coining presses. 

That technology was late in arriving at the Mint. Fifty years after 
Matthew Boulton and James Watt first used steam power for coining at their 
Soho Mint near Birmingham, England, one still could walk past the second U. 

S. Mint building at Juniper and Chestnut Streets in Philadelphia and see, 
through its windows, "the bare-armed vigorous men swinging the heavy and 
weighty balanced lever that drove the screw with sufficient force so that by the 
momentum of the weighted ends this quick threaded screw had the power to 
impress the blank and thus coin each piece". This quaint description of the 
coining of cents prior to the use of steam was quoted by Frank H. Stewart in 
his classic history of the Mint. 

Why did such antiquated operations so long persistwhen easier and faster 
methods were readily available? The answer is not entirely clear, but in 
part it may have been due to the desire of the leaders of the newly-independent 
American nation to do things for themselves, without the aid of Europeans and 
their refinements . 

The technological innovations of Boulton and Watt did not go unnoticed in 
the United States, which at the time of their introduction of steam coinage in 
1 786 still did not have a mint of its own. There was admiration in the new 
nation, however, of the quality of the Soho Mint's output; and some interest 
was shown in the proposals made by Boulton to produce a United States coinage 
under contract. In 1790, Thomas Paine visited the Soho Mint; but he re- 
commended against contract coinage to the then -Secretary of State, Thomas 
Jefferson. Jefferson concurred, reporting to Congress; "Coinage is peculiarly 
an Attribute of Sovereignty. To transfer its exercise into another Country, is 
to submit it to another Sovereign." 

Several years later, in 1799, Mint Director Elias Boudinot approached 
Boulton for assistance of a somewhat different sort. He inquired "what you 
will charge for a complete Apparatus of a Mint on your own best approved 

plan, with a steam Engine equal to the force of 8 Horses constantly at work 

so that Congress may have a view of the Expense. . ." At the time, the U.S. 
Mint was under Congressional criticism for its high costs of operation; and 
the Senate already had passed a bill to abolish it. However, nothing came of 
Boudinot’s inquiry to least or to purchase steam-operated machinery from 
Boulton . 

Limited steam-powered operations - those of rolling, drawing, and 
planchet-cutting - were introduced in succeeding years, but the striking of coins 
continued to be by hand. Then, in 1833, a steam press utilizing a toggle joint 
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was invented by a Parisian engineer named Thonnellier. This machine came 
to the attention of U.S. Mint officials, who sent Franklin Peale, then an 
assistant assayer, later chief coiner, to view the Thonnellier press and similar 
ones in Germany. Upon his return, Peale supervised the building of such a 
press by the Philadelphia foundry of Merrick, Agnew, & Tyler. 

According to Mint Director Patterson's annual report of 1837, the first 
United States coins to be struck upon the Peale press were the 1836 large cents, 
which the new press began turning out in March, 1836. The first silver coins 
struck by steam power at the Mint, beginning on November 8, 1836, were the 
reeded edge half dollars newly designed by Christian Gobrecht. Other steam 
presses were quickly built to enable the full conversion of coining operations 
to steam . 

In 1836, Peale wrote; "This press has been in operation since the 23rd of 
March last, the period of the first coinage by steam in the Mint of the United 
States; and the results, which have been more than satisfacotry, have 
authorized us to proceed with the most perfect confidence in the formation of 
the presses for the Branch Mints at New Orleans, and at Charlotte and 
Dahlonega, in North Carolina and Georgia; also, with the manufacture of others 
for the use of this Mint, all of which, it is probable, will be completed at an 
early period in the coming year." 

He described the press mechanism as "consisting of a shaft with a fast and 
loose pulley to receive motion by means of a strap from the moving power, 
whether water, steam, horse, or by hand; - the latter, of course, being least 
desirable, will only be used, when neither of the others is available". A large 
flywheel, turning at the rate of 60 RPM, provided the force for striking one 
coin per each revolution. "Upon the same shaft is the crank," wrote Peale, 

"which gives motion, through the pitman, to a lever and toggle-joint 

The feeding in of the blanks, or planchets, and their discharge after being 
struck, is performed by an eccentric and set of levers." Peale said that all this 
accomplished "an immense saving of labour"; and he claimed that a 14-year- 
old boy could strike sixty large cents per minute upon the machine "without any 
unusual exertion". 

The Mint took its first steam-coining press out of service in 1 875. It was 
exhibited at the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia the following year, where 
it was used to strike souvenir medalets (King, Lincoln in Numismatics , No. 517, 
is an example). Afterwards, it was sold to Philadelphia die sinker, George B. 
Soley, who took it around for exhibition at various fairs and expositions. 

Today, the Peale press can be found in the first floor corridor of the 
Franklin Institute of Philadelphia, which is one of the nation's outstanding 
museums of science and mechanics. After 140 years, the press is still working; 
and for a dime, it will strike a small aluminum souvenir medalet for you. 
Electricity, not steam, drives the old press now - a source of power that 
Franklin Peale no doubt would have included among "water, steam, horse, or 
hand power", to which he intended the press to be adaptable, had he been able 
to foresee such a source in 1836. 

************* 
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WALTER BREEN WRITES: 


"Dear People: 

Whether or not I manage to make it to the Chicago miniconvention, this 
brings my best wishes (which right now include STAY WARM!) and a few 
comments on the last few issues of OUR OWN FANZINE. 

Now that you have learned that bulk mailing is a snare and a delusion, 
and that most claims made by the Post Awful about its alleged services are 
either hopelessly optimistic, hopelessly deluded, or sheer fantasy, let me 
add to the pile of indictments of that institution. It has become evident over 
the last few months that if something looks like a piece of 3rd class mail, even 
if it is sent in a sealed envelope with first class postage prepaid, it will be 
treated as 3rd class mail; especially if it is sent out in a large quantity of 
identical envelopes, several hundred being put into the same mailbox at the 
same time. And the smaller the mailer, the more likely his/her output will 
be delayed in processing until after the big advertisers’ junk has been sent 
out. 


If you want PENNY-WISE to go out like any other first class mail, the 
safest way is - believe it or not - to fold it in thirds, send it in letter-sized 
envelopes (the extra heavy manila kind are the safest ones), and put a few in 
each of several mail drops in different zones, serviced by different P.O. 's, 
on different days . The question is ultimately whether the time this saves in 
transit (up to several weeks) will be worth the trouble. 

One way in which postal costs could be saved: use a smaller type-face, 
which would immediately cut down on the page count without affecting the 
word count. 

Chuck Heck's recommendations about preserving our scarce books and 
catalogues are most welcome. However, I have strong mental reservations 
about some of his specifics, in particular to the use of insecticides against 
cockroaches, silverfish, termites, book lice, etc. When he speaks of using 
'low toxicity materials such as gammexane, chlordane, DDT, malathion . . .', 
I begin to have the horrors. Malathion is one of the most toxic substances 
known to humanity. Chlordane is not much less toxic. In fact, all of the 
chlorinated insecticides are ghastly, especially if you are going to be 
handling books that have come into direct contact with sprays of them. When 
we had to have an old house fumigated to dispose of previous tenants' cock- 
roaches (the New Jersey strain, probably the hardiest in the world), we 
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learned the hard way that even the old standby of sulfur candles will not 
destroy the eggs. Any chemical agent which can penetrate book bindings 
is going to go on working chemical warfare inside them for months and years 
to come. Is reducing the bug population by even 75 per cent worth endanger- 
ing one's kids? I would recommend using nothing stronger than the 
pyrethrins, making sure first that nobody in your family is allergic to 
them. 

Mark Borckardt should know that the dent in the hair braid on the 1857 
half cents is found on the hub. It occurred after the single obverse of 1 840 
was made, but before that of 1841 was made; and is found, more or less, on 
all the obverses from then through 1 857 except for 1 854, on which the working 
die was repaired . 


Jules Reiver: Once again, had you written me first about it, I could 
have given you some more information on the new 1 852 variety. This one I 
called '#30’ back in 1958. The discovery coin came from England and was 
sold by New Netherlands in that same year to their perfectionist client, 
Elliott Landau. In December, 1958, because Landau, wanting to finance a 
new business, found he had to sell his holdings, NN's 52nd sale consisted of 
the Landau collection, where this same piece appeared as lot 167, going to 
Stack's for the owner of the TAD collection at $14. Only too late did I 
figure out that it was the obverse of N-21 and the reverse of N-20, but both 
notations were added to my copy of Newcomb shortly after the sale. 


David Garvin's proposal to rework the Newcomb leaf-position notations 
has been tried before and found to be inadequate. Newcomb inherited it from 
Andrews, of course, and did not find any way of improving on it except for 
1838 when he had to subdivide further on leaf positions under D - Andrews 
had it constant at SPC, while Newcomb found three distinguishable positions. 
If Garvin will check the diagram on page 7 of Newcomb (any edition), he will 
find the following notations useful: 


1 . Under letter D, the position PL is found only on 1839 G and other 
reverses from this hub through 1843. The position L is not found at all. The 
position NL (left upright) is found only three times; 1816 E, 1832 B, and 
1835 B. Heavy impressions might make the leaf come to as far as nearly 
center of the upright, but not far enough to confuse with NC, which varies 
from about right edge of upright to just barely left of center. The majority 
of the trouble is experienced with positions PC, NR, and R. Newcomb 
habitually wrote NR unless the leaf point was actually minutely beyond the 
D when one holds the coin so that the D is upright. The position R is found 
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on 1 81 7 K and 1 827 C. One could defend it on 1 81 7 H (N-1 0), although that 
is one of the places where Newcomb insists on NR. It may be necessary 
eventually to publish corrections to typographical errors in Newcomb, 
although the Wright series should bypass that problem. Position SPR is not 
found after D anywhere in the series. Position PR occurs only twice: in 
1820 N (N-1 3) and 1834 B (N-2). 

2. Under letter S, position PL is not found at all. Position L is found 
only on 1839 G and the 1840-43 reverses from the same hub. Position NL 
is found only on 1832 B and on the 1844-57 reverse hub. In practice, other 
positions are no problem except that again Newcomb habitually writes NR 
even if the coin looks superficially as though it should show position R. 

For Newcomb's R position, expect the leaf to protrude minutely beyond S. 

3. Under letter F, the position PL is not found. The position L occurs 

in six instances: 1 81 8 revs . G and I; 1 81 6 Rev. D; 1 833 rev. C; 

and the Type of 1 840-43. The only problems occur on worn specimens 
when there could be doubt if the left quite makes NR rather than PC, or 
vice versa. VSLC and VSPC could be defended here for positions slightly 
left or right of central below upright of F. Newcomb tends to make these 
C for simplicity. PR for Newcomb INCLUDES FPR. 


4. Under letter C, the position NL is found only twice - both times 
in 1833. The position 4 is very variable, and here more than anywhere 
else, VSLC is needed. Position R is found only once, on 1822 N-2. 
Position SPR is not found at all; and position PR is found on 1834 N-1 , 
1835 N-3, 1839-43 Type of 40, and the 1844-57 hub. 


Garvin's simplified system blurs too many distinctions, especially 
from 1 835 through 1 839, where hubs were used for the entire reverses and 
hand finishing remained necessary. I, therefore, favor retention of the 
existing system, with modifications. 


In the January, 1977 issue of P-W, Herb Silberman's observations in 
the Morristown Mint are important enough that I have had to write an 
article amplifying them. This article is included separately, and it should 
be self-explanatory. 


Best, 


Walter Breen 


************* 
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THE ULTIMATE BOOK FOR THE LARGE CENTS 
AND HALF CENTS COLLECTOR 

“Early American Coppers Anthology" 

A COMPLETE REPRINT OE EACH OF THE FOLLOWING LISTED BOOKS ALL IN ONE VOLUME. WITH COMPLETE PLATES, 
REPRESENTING ALL OF THE BEST MATERIAL WRITTEN ON THE SUBJECT THIS MATERIAL IS VIRTUALLY UNAVAILABLE 
TO THE AVERAGE COLLECTOR DUE TO COST AND RARITY OF THE BOOKS 
. 1 US CENTS AND HALF CENTS BY FROSSARD 
; : C- :• 2 CENTS AND HALF CENTS OF 1793 BY CROSBY 

• 3 UNITED STATES HALF CENTS BY GILBERT 

• 4 AN ARRANGEMENT OF U S COPPER CENTS 1816-1857 BY ANDREWS 

• 5 U.S CENTS Of 1794 BY FROSSARD & HAYES 

• 6 U S CENTS' OF 1796 BY GILBERT & ELDER 

• 7 THE U S. CENTS OF 1795. 6. 9 AND 1800 BY CLAPP AND NEWCOMB 

• 8 U S. CENTS OF' 1798-99 BY CLAPP 

APPROXIMATELY 500 PAGES. 7 i 10 . HARO BOUND, SIMULATED LEATHER, GOLD STAMPED COVER 

BASED ON RECENT Auctions THIS MATERIAL WOUID COST YOU ABOUT SIOOO IN ORIGINALS AND S300 400 IN 
REPRINTS. 

RETAIL $39.50 


PREPUBLICATION OFFER SPECIAL TO E.A.C. MEMBERS $29.50 

BEING ADDED TO THIS BOOK AT NO ADDITIONAL PRICE INCREASE: 

THE OSCAR PEARL COLLECTION OF U.S. CENTS- A. KOSOFF 
.UNITED STATES CENTS OF 1801,2,3- H. NEWCOMB 
. UNITED STATES CENTS OF 1794- S. CHAPMAN 
APPROXIMATELY 600 OF THE 1000 NUMBERED COPIES BEING 
PRINTED HAVE BEEN SOLD AS OF THIS WRITING. NO FURTHER REPRINT 
IS PLANNED. IT'S SUGGESTED YOU ORDER ONE OR MORE NOW AT THE 
SPECIAL POSTPAID PRICE TO E.A.C. MEMBERS NOTED ABOVE. 

IF YOU ORDER THE ABOVE BOOK WE ALSO OFFER AT SPECIAL 

DISCOUNT THE FOLLOWING BOOK, DUE IN ABOUT 6 WEEKS, 

INVESTOR/COLLECTOR 

GUIDEBOOK 

lot lKI.GR/ .INVESTOR GUIDEBOOK AND INVENTORY Sanford J 
- >! ' Dur.t jaftbrriey admifte'd to practice U S lax Court) chapters on 

Cauda! Ga'iis Taxes. Auction Procedures. Estate Tates Gift Tates, 

■ DVV .1 ; Inuumv^ You r. Collection- Transiei s Ly'W'iKSaies Tates; Trading : ; ; ' V f 

Tsi.-isA Stamps Shipping Corns & Stamps, Giadmg Systems. Dealer 

■ -. | . • - 1 ■ ” j i ' ■ ; -St CoVtecior uabn.if Storage ol , Collections. A ithorvt'cation of «• 3 

~ ' ‘ Stamps & Coins Photographing of Stamps & Coins. Customs 

Problems. Exhibiting Collection. Utilizing Stamps & Coins In a , . . . .... 

retirement fund for Substantial Income Tat Savings, plus space 
tor complete inventory ol over f OOO coins stamps or biils $14 


1o 3 no mooses Ju'l'iabnow & bs'ijsq® v rf Bfar 

.yqjvtto* nioo nwob - RET A I L $14.95 : » 
snoy^eva t ss^ururrt 


3 w vi 1 5 . man 




USUAL PREPUBLICATION PRICE IS $11.95, 

COMBINED WITH THE ANTHOLOGY IT # S ONLY $10.50 FOR NEXT 30 DAYS. 

Sans cinTni Dfin 9v'9W Seed see vicii aeoq pviaaacn .tna<. .-xs . 3 esw airt 

TOTAL FOR 'TflE' TWO BOOKS $40.00 POSTPAID. 

SANFORD J. DURST 


F'Vfin 


133 E 58th St., New York, N Y. 10022 


Exclusive distributor in North America ol Uauks toi Spun. & Son Ltd. 
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WESTERN REGIONAL (NORTHERN AREA) EAC MEETING 


Del Bland 


At 7:30 P.M. on Friday, February 4, 1977, a regional meeting of EAC 
was held at Carl Windon *s home in Oakland, California. Those attending were; 


The meeting opened with introductions and brief statements of what each 
individual collected. This was followed by a question and answer period. 

The most discussed topics were the sale of the Willard C. Blaisdell Late 
Date large cent variety collection, the new books on large cents and in 
particular when they would become available, and proposed grading standards. 
Briefly touched on was a comparison of grading between oldtime dealers and 
present-day dealers. As discussions continued along grading lines, most every- 
one started showing coins to obtain various opinions on them. 

The balance of the evening was spent looking at Colonials, half cents, and 
large cents, as well as various other coins, many of them being from Carl 
Windon 's collection. Bob Vail, Jerry Marcus, and Chuck Woodruff had 
brought along their copper collections, and these together with Carl's formed 
the nucleus for a great evening of just looking at the old coppers . 

While I made notes for the Condition Census, David Stagg tried to buy 
everything in sight. His efforts were rewarded only to the extent of acquiring 
a Good 1 870 Indian Head cent and a circulated Monroe Doctrine commemora- 
tive half dollar. Ken Wolfgram is just getting into the copper field, and he 
spent much of the time in learning the characteristics of large cents. My 
contribution to the evening were groups of Colonials, half cents, and 1794 
large cents which I brought especially to show Fred Lowndes, Bill Carmel, 
and Dick Winterhalder . Kelly Stempien and Evelyn Marcus, two lovely 
ladies who were guests, surely must have spent the evening trying to decide 
whether or not all of us were nuts . 

As always, Carl's wife Vanda has prepared a wonderful assorment of 
refreshments . They were served so as to not slow down coin activity. At 
11 P.M. the meeting started to break up; and 45 minutes later, everyone 
was out the door . 

This was an excellent meeting, possibly the best we've had in this area, 
but then they've all been good . It's a credit to the EAC members who have 
made it possible and especially to Carl and Vanda Windon who open their home 
to everyone. 


David Stagg 
Dick Winterhalder 
Kelly Stempien 
Fred Lowndes 
Bob Vail 
Bill Carmel 


Jerry Marcus 
Evelyn Marcus 
Ken Wolfgram 
Chuck Woodruff 
Carl Windon 
Del Bland 
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Just to add a note and speaking once again about grading: while I was 

writing this report, I received by registered mail a 1 794 large cent which 
had been previously mentioned to me by a dealer as being a lovely AU speci- 
men and was so stated on the envelope. Actually, the coin grades overall a 
VF20. It has the sharpness of a 35-coin, but must be downgraded because it 
has been cleaned. It is now retoning to a rather ugly yellowish-brown, and it 
has a heavy scratch in the hair as well as several nicks on the obverse. Its 
price - $800. 

************* 

WESTERN REGIONAL (SOUTHERN AREA) EAC MEETING 

Jeff Oliphant 

The west Coast chapter of EAC held its regional meeting on the evening 
of February 18, 1977 at the Long Beach (Calif.) Arena, in conjunction with 
the Long Beach Coin & Stamp Exposition and a Bowers & Ruddy auction sale. 
Twenty-eight members and guests attended. They were: 


Jack Beymer 
Doug Bird 
Del Bland 
Walter Breen 
Jack Collins 
Dan DeMeo 
Jim Elsmore, Sr. 
Jim Elsmore, Jr. 
Greg Germain 
Cam Jancek 
Greg Krill 
Doug McHenry 
Alan Meghrig 
Dane Nielsen 


Martin Oghigian 
Jeff Oliphant 
Steve Oliphant 
Dan O’Meara 
Max Phipps 
David Piggott 
W. K. Raymond 
Anita Rhynes 
Leonard Rosow 
John Struzan 
Ben Ut T ansey 
Jan Valentine 
Dick Wright 
Steve Wright 


Chairman Del Bland called the meeting to order at approximately 7:30 
P.M. For the benefit of the new members and guests, each person was asked 
to identify himself. Del reported on various club activities, including the 
forthcoming EAC national meeting in Chicago and the method by which the 
auction at the convention will be handled. (Del and Ted Naftzger are the 
major consignors.) He noted that next year's national meeting is tentatively 
set for Los Angeles. The recent dues increase and "junior membership" 
proposals will be discussed in full in Chicago, he said. 

Our speaker's program was led off by Dane Nielsen who told the story of 
how he began collecting large cents. He recalled the "age of cherrypicking" 
which swept through coin show bourses about five years ago, when collectors 
would dig through every large cent they could find, trying to locate rare 
varieties. Dane said that the wave has died down over the past several years, 
and he felt that the "hunting grounds" might prove fertile again today. This led 
into Dane's review of an article he prepared for PENNY-WISE in May, 1971 , 
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in which he described short-cuts to the attribution of 1797 cents. He dis- 
cussed the paper with the aid of a reprint of the attribution key from the 
article, and he invited members to try the method after the meeting by using 
some 1797's which he had brought with him. 

Bill Raymond spoke on his specialty of half cents. He said that he got out 
of the large cent field in the late 1960’s, because the competition for scarce 
varieties had increased so tremendously that it was difficult to find them. 

Half cents hadn’t become as popular at the time, and Bill felt that the "half 
sisters" were just as interesting. He then went on to explain the differences 
between the large and small lettering on the edges of the 1794's. The principal 
difference is the large space beb/veen the R and E in HUNDRED and the general 
spread-out spacing on the small edge letters as opposed to the more closely 
and evenly spaced lettering on the large edge varieties. Bill brought examples 
of each type of edge lettering for comparison, including some unique and finest 
knowns of certain sub-varieties . 

Our third speaker was Walter Breen, whose subject was entitled "We 
Never Use a Big, Big, Big F" which concerned the use of euphemisms in 
numismatics today. Walter cited many examples including such substitutions 
as "brushed" for whizzed coins to simulate Mint State and "uncirculated, with 
light rubbing" for About Uncirculated grades. One of the most recent word 
descriptions is a euphemism of a euphemism: "freak" has been changed to 

"mint error" which in turn is often referred to as "striking variety", which 
doesn’t quite fit in some areas such as for paper money. Walter attributed this 
use of "nice words" to superstitions in our culture which can be traced at least 
as far back as the 1 7 th century. He noted that even with changing the description 
of an item, the value remains the same, despite what Madison Avenue may 
believe. 

Our next Southern California meeting is tentatively set for early June. 

Please contact me if you are not on our mailing list. 

AMERICAN HALF CENTS 

the 

"Little Half Sisters" 

"The standard reference on U.S. Half Cents." 

PENNY-WISE 3/15/72 

The interesting story of these "half sisters" of the large cent, with new 
material and interpretations from data in The National Archives . 

Fully illustrated with 192 photographs of all known varieties and the 
more well-known die states. 

Quick, easy and positive identification of the ninety-six known varieties. 

All members of the EAC should have a copy. There are many rare 
varieties that are worth from two to eight times catalogue. 

Regular price $15.00. 

Special to EAC members (10% off) $13.50 postpaid. 

Order your copy from; Rogers. Cohen, Jr., EAC #188 

4720 Montgomery Lane 
Bethesda, Maryland 20014 

************* 
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PEN(ny)MANSHIP TO THE EDITORS 

From CHUCK FUNK: "I’m pleased that Denis Loring is planning to re- 
number the Early Dates. This was a suggestion made long ago (see P-W, 

Vol. V, page 71), and it's nice to know that the suggestion fell on fertile ground. 
As to the prefixes being considered, there's a strong current vogue for pro- 
nounceable acronyms - EAC can be pronounced as 'eek' - thus EAC-1 , EAC-2, 
etc. could be identified with a one-syllable prefix ('eek-one, eek two', etc.) just 
as conveniently as we now have "ess-one, en-two' and the like. Just a thought. 

Finally, let me say that I think the proposed grades of MS69, MS68, etc., 
or MS70D, MS70M, etc. are both for the birds! If an MS70 coin is to be a 
perfect coin, then let it be perfect; and if it isn't, grade it where it belongs. 

I have a coin in my collection which I firmly hold to be in Mint State, but it has 
such a feeble strike that I am content to grade it as a 30-coin . In no way could 
I condone calling it MS 70S or MS67! A while back, I had the not uninteresting 
chore of grading a large number of Connecticut coppers . Among them were a 
goodly number that I am confident are truly Mint State, yet the quality of the 
combination of die and strike convinced me that they should be as low as 
grade-1 2 in some cases. Can there be MSI 2? I could make a good case, 
based on some of these Connecticut half-pence! " 

From JEFF OLIPHANT : "I would be for establishing a 'junior class' in 
EAC, where their dues weren't quite as high. Jack Collins and Dick Wright 
have taken it upon themselves in this area to pay half the dues for any junior 
member in the West Coast regional district who can't afford EAC's charges, 
provided the junior member writes at least one paragraph for PENNY-WISE. 
That way, the junior member earns the $10. as opposed to receiving a hand- 
out. " 

From DAVID GARVIN: "Members, new ones, are needed. We have got to 

get them from the collectors who are just beginning to appreciate old coppers 
or are barely past the Type-collection stage. I conned my friendly local dealer 
into posting the following notice; 

Large Cent, half cent and colonial copper collectors! 

Join EARLY AMERICAN COPPERS, INC. 

the club for all serious collectors. 

Get 'PENNY-WISE' (bimonthly) to keep up to date on 
swaps-and-sales, grading, discoveries, attributing 
coins, history, critiques of auctions and meeting 
notices . 

Dues: $20 per year. Send name, address and check 

to: EAC, c/o John D. Wright, Treas., 1 468 Timberland 
Dr., St. Joseph, MI. 49085 

Other members may want to try this stunt. A notice of this size, better written, 
but no more extensive, could be displayed by dealers who feature large cents 
at shows. Those I've talked to in my area may know of EAC but don't have any 
details. " 


- 90 - 


From JAN EDEBURN: " I would like to see all advertised coins in Swaps 

& Sales with better descriptions . It would be nice if all coins in this section 
were described by color, surfa ces , and defects , as well as by grade. I pass 
up ordering many coins because descriptions aren't given. I wonder how the 
members would feel about making the descriptions a requirement for advertising 
in Swaps & Sales?" 

From RONALD JOHN GUTH: "I have accepted a position with Florida 

Coin Exchange, 9000-A Florida Ave., Tampa, Fla. 32604 as retail sales 
manager. FOE is owned by William Calderazzo, a member of many numismatic 
organizations including ANA, F.U.N. (Bill is a past president and currently 
serving as treasurer), and PNG. FCE deals mainly in U.S. coins, concentrat- 
ing on gold and type coins . My job will not interfere with my half cent research 
and dealings in the least; in fact, it will only serve to increase my contact with 
the little "half sisters". The same research will continue, and it will be done 
independently of any job I will ever have, so those of you who have been 
generous as to confidentially inventory your collections for me can rest assured 
that your name and address will not be put on FCE* s mailing list. I feet that 
this is very important to clarify so that future dealings will not be clouded or 
hampered in any way. I am fortunate to have the opportunity to work for a 
nationally known coin dealer, but at the same time I am also fortunate to have so 
many friends in EAC. I do not want to lose their continued friendship. 

I have received 31 responses to my census request, but I feel that there 
are many more which need to be counted. Please get them to me, so that the 
results can be counted and reported in the May issue of P-W . " 


* * * * * * 


* * * * * 


************************************************************************ 


BUYING UNITED STATES HALF CENTS AND LARGE CENTS 

HIGHEST PRICES PAID 

We have a great need for better grade Early and Late Date large 
cents and half cents. Proper attributions and grading necessary. Please 
bear in mind that we are dealers and that the coins are for resale. You 
may ship directly to us for our offer or to our bank. Write for details 
concerning the latter method. 

FIRST COINVESTORS, INC. 

200 I.U. Willets Road 
Albertson, New York 11507 


************************************************************************ 


ROD BURRESS 9743 Leacrest Cincinnati, Ohio 45215 

For Sale or Trade; Complete sets of PENNY-WISE by photocopy. 
Proportionate prices for partial sets or single issues. Will accept large cents 
in trade. Write for details. 


************* 
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501 (c) (3) 

Roger S. Cohen, Jr. 

What does 501 (c) (3) mean? Is it a new Sheldon number? Is it something 
that anyone can get? Or is it something that requires some work to obtain? 

As a result of Burton E. Ebert's letter in the January 15, 1977 issue of 
PENNY-WISE, I will try to shed some light on just what 501 (c) (3) is and how 
it relates to Early American Coppers, Inc. 

501 (c) (3) is the section of the Internal Revenue Code which grants exempt 
status to corporations . The exemption is from Federal income tax. All U.S. 
corporations are subject to income tax unless specifically ruled exempt by the 
Internal Revenue Service. The section dealing with exempt corporations in 
general is 501 (c); this section is further broken down into 21 categories of 
which (3) is the one which covers Educational, Charitable, and Religious 
Organizations. These organizations not only are exempt from tax on their 
income, but contributions to these organizations are deductible by donors on 
their personal income tax returns . There are other benefits also that may be 
granted to 501 (c) (3) organizations by the IRS and other governmental agencies. 
For example, the U.S. Postal Service will give a reduced mailing rate to 
such organizations . 

From the above, it can be seen that status as a Section 501 (c) (3) 
organization can be quite beneficial. It should also be apparent that the IRS 
will not just grant such status merely by having someone fill out a form and 
send it in. Unfortunately, there has been "abuse" of the status in the past, 
and the IRS has become very selective as to what organizations will have this 
status bestowed upon them. Contrary to the impression conveyed in Mr. 

Ebert’s letter, qualifying for 501 (c) (3) status doesn't just take a few weeks - 
it can take years, and has. Therefore, I will outline my efforts in search of 
the elusive 501 (c) (3) status for Early American Coppers, Inc. 

At EAC's December, 1971 meeting at Kennedy Airport in New York City, 
it was announced that our organization was being incorporated under the Not- 
For-Profit Corporation Law of the State of New York. This did not give our 
organization exempt status under Internal Revenue Section 501 (c) (3) - that 
status required a separate application. At the March, 1974 meeting, this matter 
was brought up and I volunteered to do the job. My office regularly handles 
such matters, so it should have been no great problem, but it hasn't turned 
out this way. 

My first obstacle was trying to round up the required documentation to be 
attached to the application form. The application form (#1023) is 1 3 pages 
long, and with the required documentation attached, it makes a pretty good 
sized pile of paper. I did not put the EAC's application on a high-priority list 
of things to do, because the Club had no By-Laws and the treasurer's reports 
were rather sketchy. I knew that we would never be approved by the IRS until 
such matters were taken care of. At the March, 1 976 annual meeting, a set of 
By-Laws was adopted. On June 2, our president signed our exemption application 
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and it was mailed. On July 20, the IRS returned our application with a list 
of deficiencies. This list did not look very imposing at first; but upon 
further examination, it required a great deal of work. I then wrote to various 
members of EAC for certain items. To date, two letters still remain not fully 
answered; but despite these deficiencies, I resubmitted the application to the 
IRS on January 24, 1977. I will be very surprised if we are granted exempt 
status; instead, I expect the application to be bounced back for more data. 
Why? The reason is simple; the IRS does not grant exempt status under 
501 (c) (3) just because one thinks his organization should have that status. The 
organization must be able to prove beyond a shadow of a doubt that it is deserv- 
ing of the status, and our application will probably not yet be conclusive enough 
for them . 

************* 

THE CAMBRIDGE SALE - A FEW PRICES REALIZED 

Stephen A. Levy 


On December 3, 4, 1976, New England Rare Coin Auctions put up at 
auction quite a few lots of early copper, most of which were unattributed . A 
few of the more interesting items were; 


Lot 106 1835 half cent, G-1 Proof, brown, few It. hairlines $500. 

107 1844 half cent, G-2 Proof. Iridescent brown & pink. 

It. hairlines, some corrosion, ex Showers 775. 

112 1 854 half cent, G-1 Brilliant proof, "exceptional" 600. 

114 1855 half cent, G-1 MS65-70, blazing original red, 

"the best condition half cent of any date we have 

ever handled" 775. 

116 1794 S-24 L/C EF40 few light pits 475. 

117 1795 L/C PE MS60 traces of red, 1 small stain 900. 

118 1799 S-189 FI 5 Many VF details, some marks, nicks, 

and bruises, sharp clear date 1 ,800. 

122 1803 SD LF MS60-65 Full cartwheel, traces of red 1 ,250. 

125 1812 S-288 MS60 Glossy brown, traces of red, few 

pin scrs. , mottled 1 ,800. 

137 1824 CD AU55-MS60, cartwheel, touch for friction on 

cheek and curl 575. 

174 1856 Upright 5 MS65 full red 525. 


Also, in Dallas, Texas, on December 10, 11 , 1976, Steve Ivy Numismatic 
Auctions knocked down several early coppers. The more interesting were; 


Lot 18 1 833 half cent G-1 Ch. proof, golden, ex Showers 700. 

34 1793 L/C Wreath VF20 evenly pitted 700. 

35 Same as Lot 34. EF40, sharp, lovely brown 1 ,550. 

36 1793 L/C Lib. Cap FI 2, clean flan, rev. almost VF 825. 

55 1804 S-266 VF35 sharp detail, nice surfaces , ex Waltman 875. 

67 1811 S-287 AU50 perfect surfaces 500. 


sic************ 
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EAC LOTTERY VOIDED 


The EAC mail lottery, announced in the last issue of P-W, was voided 
before it ever got started; and all contributions , whether coins for future 
raffles or checks for tickets, have been returned. P-W regrets any incon- 
veniences casued to EACers . 

The plan for a mail lottery was cleared by several attorneys before the 
program was announced. However, they were not familiar with certain postal 
regulations; and it was S. Robinson Brown, Jr., of Louisville, Ky., EAC's 
alert Vice-President, who had his lawyers supply us with the facts. Subse- 
quently, other members wrote in, reporting that any mail lottery is illegal. 

The U.S. Postal System Code is very specific, and is quoted here for 
your information; 

"Chapter 61 , Part 18, Section 1302. Whoever knowingly deposits in the 
mail, or sends or delivers by mail; 

Any letter, package, postal card, or circular concerning any lottery, 
gift enterprise, or similar scheme offering prizes dependent in whole or in 
part upon lot or chance; 

Any lottery ticket or part thereof, or paper, certificate, or instrument 
purporting to be or to represent a ticket, chance, share, or interest in or 
dependent upon the event of a lottery, gift enterprise, or similar scheme 
offering prizes dependent in whole or in part upon lot or chance; 

Any check, draft, bill, money, postal note, or money order, for the 
purchase of any ticket or part thereof, or of any share or chance in any such 
lottery, gift enterprise, or scheme; 

Any newspaper, circular, pamphlet, or publication of any kind containing 
any advertisement of any lottery, gift enterprise, or scheme of any kind offer- 
ing prizes dependent in whole or in part upon lot or chance, or containing any 
list of the prizes drawn or awarded by means of any such lottery, gift enter- 
prise, or scheme, whether said list contains any part or all of such prizes; 

Shall be fined not more than $1 ,000. or imprisoned not more than two 
years, or both; and for any subsequent offense shall be imprisoned not more 
than five years . " 

Considering the above, your Editor is still trying to determine how 
Reader’s Digest and similar organizations are able to use the mails for offer- 
ing their various lotteries in which you return numbered tickets to be matched 
to winning numbers in their central offices. Although I receive such offers 
two or three times oer month, I never have heard of anyone being lucky enough 
to hold a winning number. Have you? Think about it! 


Nostalgia isn't what it used to be; and maybe it never was. 

THE RAT FINK 


- 94 - 


PENNY POTPOURRI 

MICHAEL TRAMTE, of 21 41 North 53rd Street, Milwaukee, Wisconsin, 

53208 is the bourse chairman for the Central States Numismatic Show to be 
held in Milwaukee May 13-15, 1977. He suggests holding a regional EAC 
meeting in conjunction with the CSNS show. If you are interested, please 

contact him DENIS W. LORING, having completed 5^ years of 

studies and examinations, has been admitted as a Fellow of the Society of 

Actuaries. Our heartiest congratulations! Congratulations are also 

in order for DICK PUNCHARD. His wife, Lorraine, just recently sold her 
book on children’s antique dishes, titled "Playtime Dishes", to a publisher 
and it will be released in late spring. She has been working on the book for 
the past two years. Dick also advises that he has an extra PR for the Kolbe 
sale of Numismatic Literature, held on November 6, 1976. If you would like 
to have it, write to him at 8600 Queen Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55431 

Attention of the members is called to an article by R . W. Julian, 

titled "The Great Copper War of 1844", which appears in THE NUMISMATIST 

for February, 1977. The article is outstanding, and should not be missed 

Recognition is also made of a one-page article on "History and Variety of 
U.S. Large Cents" by JACK COLLINS and JEFF OLIPHANT, which is now 
appearing in each issue of RARE COIN ADVISORY, published monthly by 
FCI, Inc. The articles give a brief history and description of each particular 

variety considered, and a plate is included of the coin The 

February issue of "The Rosen Numismatic Advisory Letter", published by 
MAURICE ROSEN and described in the last P-W, offers a complete dis- 
cussion on counterfeit and altered coins and howto avoid financial loss. 
Reference was also made to a VF20 1 802 hald cent which would be interest to 

half cent buffs Some EACer enclosed a note with his returned 

questionnaire (I'm sorry that I don't know who, as the note got separated from 
his questionnaire) stating that members can get their copies of P-W bound by 
Mort Goodman, c/o Wallace Trade Bindery, 41 5 S . Santa Fe, Santa Ana, 
California, 92701 . If you are interested in such a service, drop Mort Goodman 

a line and he will quote you his price and CHUCK HECK tells us 

that he has had only 28 responses so far on his Late Date census. Surely 
EACer 's can do a better job than that. He's hoping that many of you who 
haven't yet replied will do so promptly, so that he can make a report to us in 
the May or July issues of P-W. So get out your January issue again and start 
filling in those blank spaces. You'll make Chuck very happy, and you'll be 
helping EAC and yourself too, as then you'll have something with which to make 
comparisons. Hop to it! Chop-chop! 


********************************************************************** 

* * 

* * 

* FLORIDA MATERIAL :::: BUY/TRADE % 

* * 

* Have over 1300 different Florida trade tokens, store cards, coupons, * 

* chits, mirror cards, political items, transportation tokens, wooden £ 

* nickels. Buy singles and lots. Or trade U.S. Lg If it reads £ 

* "Florida", am interested. * 

* * 
ALLEN CORSON, BOX 261 , LR STA. , MIAMI, FL 33138 EAC #1 55; LM/ANA 
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HALF CENT HAPPENING, 1976 


Frank Wilkinson 

Last November 26, at the home of Jon Lusk in Ann Arbor, Michigan, 
there was a half cent happening which amounted to one of the largest whist 
matches in the history of half cent collecting. There were seven participants, 
and nearly all of the half cent varieties were used. Those attending were 
Allan and Kathy Brouard, Gene Braig, Mark Borckardt, Jon Lusk, Jim 
McGuigan , Bill Raymond, Mike Rintz, and Frank Wilkinson . The event was 
the second annual half cent confabulation associated with the Michigan State 
Numismatic Convention, held this year in Dearborn. With the singular exception 
of G ene Braig's cherrying of a VG8 1 803 C-2, the show itself was a disappoint- 
ment to half cent collectors. 

After introductions and a nice supper provided by Jim and Jon, the big 
event of the evening, a whist match, got underway at 8:30 P.M. The rules 
were as follows: each player would grade everyone's coins but his own, and a 
consensus grade would be decided. Points would be awarded for each variety 
and sub-variety on a 7-6-5-4-3-2-1 basis; and the highest total score would 
determine the winner. Mike Rintz played the role of impartial judge, as he 
collects only large cents. 

The match began with the 1 793 C— 1 which was represented by two beautiful 
examples, one of which had the impressive rim cud that I had never seen be- 
fore. Few other 1 793 's were present as the date is such an expensive one. The 
1794's were a sight to behold, with these rarities present; three of the C-2 
with Large Edge Letters (LEL), including the finest known of this R7 sub- 
variety; two of the C-3 (high R6); both of the two reported C-4's with LEL; 
the unique C-5 with LEL; the unique C-6 with LEL - it was just recently dis- 
covered; two of the C-6 (which is a high R6 variety; four of the C-7 (another 
R6); and three of the C-8 (still another R6) . There were VF25 or better 
examples of the other 1 794 varieties. 

1 795 was represented by all varieties and sub-varieties enumerated by 
Roger Cohen . There were four of the 1 795 C-5 struck on a thick planchet 
(R5) , two of them being VF20 and another EF40; three, including a VF10, of 
the high R6 C-6 struck on a thick planchet; but the real surprise was the 
appearance of eight of the R6 C-3 (I would like to add here that I am familiar 
with at least twelve of these which have come on the market, attributed, within 
the past two years!). The grading of the Brobston-Miles -Stack's 9/'75 C-4 
was quite interesting. The coin exhibits tremendous die sinking, and it has 
beautiful surfaces which prompted Stack's to grade it as Uncirculated. Al- 
though some of those participating that evening graded it as low as VF30, it 
was knowledgeably graded AU50! No 1 796’s were present, even though several 
of the participants have had the opportunity to acquire one or both varieties; 
the 1 796 date requires a considerable cash outlay, even though the varieties 
are only R5 and R6. Jon Lusk showed his electrotype of the 1 796 no pole 
obverse married with a 1 795 reverse - for an electrotype, it has a very good 

edge . 
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The grading panel had the enviable task of comparing a Mint State 1 797 
1 -over-1 with an unbroken obverse to an AU50 that has a shattered obverse; 
the comparison was delightful. No 1 797 with a gripped edge was represented, 
but there were several with a lettered edge, headed by the FI 5 ex Showers. 

The next date of great interest for me was 1 802. For the first time, I 
saw one with the reverse of 1 800 - a very presentable specimen in Good . The 
highlight of the evening was seeing six of them with the new reverse, ranging 
in condition from Very Fair to VF20, with none of the six having the pits, 
scratches, corrosion, or other problems normally associated with this variety. 

By this time, I was accustomed to seeing high grade rarities, so I was 
shocked when the VG8 1803 C-2 which Gene Braig had cherrypicked earlier in 
the day turned out to be the finest one present. By comparison, the 1804 C-7, 
a variety of comparable rarity, was represented by at least five specimens 
either Fine or better. All twelve varieties of 1804 were present, highlighted 
by the second finest of the R7 C-2 G10/6 with the RTY rim break and the break 
near the 4 of the date. There were four of the R6 C-4, headed by a lovely 
VF20. One 1804 caused quite a flurry for the grading panel: it had the sharp- 
ness of a VF, but suffered from major pitting. Several panelists graded it 
FI 5 initially; after spirited discussion, the grade was lowered to VG8. 

The whist match ended with the 1 804's - it was now 3 A.M. ; and after 
grading and discussing 178 coins, most of us had severe eye strain. The final 
score was Jim McGuigan 270, Bill Raymond 254, Jon Lusk 248, Gene Braid 
146, Frank Wilkinson 84, A1 Brouard 56, and Mark Borckardt 45. Although 
numerical scores were kept, there was very little feeling of real competitive- 
ness, which was appreciated by those of us who aren't as advanced in our 
collecting as some of the others. 

After the match ended, the same fellows whose eyes were falling out of 
their sockets after grading so many coins decided to buy and sell half cents 
for two more hours . Among the pieces that changed hands were a 1 794 C-6 in 
Good, a 1 795 C-1 in VF, a 1 795 C-3 in Good, a Mint State 1 797 C-1 , and two 
1 804 G-4's in VG . 

I would suggest that anyone really interested in half cents should attend the 
third annual half cent confabulation in 1977. Nowhere else will you find as 
many half cents available for study. Novice collectors can learn quite a bit 
about grading, cherrypicking , and the pricing of attributed half cents, and even 
the most experienced half cent buff will come away enriched. 

JON HANSON Box 5499, Beverly Hills, California, 90210 or 

c/o New Netherlands Coin Co . , Inc., 1 W. 47th Street, New York City 

NY 1 0036 

WANTED: United States half cents , including: Finest Knowns , 

extreme rarities, high Condition Census specimens, true Mint 

State examples prior to 1 809, and an 1 81 1 in GEM or true Unc. 

All correspondence cheerfully answered. Thank you. 

************* 
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HALF CENTS CATALOGUE SALES: ADDENDA 


Milton B. Pfeffer 
1 828 G-1 , C-3 

In addition to the 58 MS examples listed, I have noted 25 more, among 
which are: (59) R. E. Brown 516 (T. L. Elder, March 20-23, 1918); (60) 

Dr. G. F. French 11 (B . Bluestone, Feb. 17-18, 1933), "semi-proof"; (61) 

T. L. Elder 377 (Nov. 23, 1935); (62) L. Schiel 32 (M . H. Bolender, May 
13, 1944); (63) Sol Kaplan 377 (Nov. 18, 1944), ex Dr. G. P. French and 
T. J. Clarke, sales not specified; (64) 1953 ANA Convention sale 3478 
(Numis. Gal., Aug. 22-26, 1953). 

The early obverse die state is sharp and proof-like (Dr. Valentine 533- 
H. Ryder 306; Dr. French 1 1 ; and Brobston). It would appear that a later 
die state is seen in examples where the stars on the left are weaker than those 
on the right (NN 56th sale 450; and ANS-A. B. Sage acquisition of April, 
1858). The upper stars, both on the right and left, seem to be weaker than the 
lower ones (1 976 ANA 1 75 and 1 76) . The Collins Hoard coins (said by Walter 
Breen in the Gilhousen III catalogue, lot 6, to have been discovered in 1894, 
or ten years earlier) are probably early state specimens, fiery red with areas 
of dark color, or spotted, and starting to mellow. 

The reverse die has thorn-like projections from the top of the leaf over 
H (of HALF). These are not cracks in the working die, so that with use, the 
spines are worn down and less sharp. There is a slight flaw in the die at the 
right end of the line under CENT. The top of the U in UNITED always shows 
re-cutting. A later diestate is seen in the re-cutting of HALF CENT (Neil 
2256; and Comm. Eaton's article in THE NUMISMATIST). Comm. Eaton 
also reports many letters of the legend to be re-punched. I wonder, however, 
if this is not merely occasional doubling, as seen in Alvord 164. 

1 828 G-2, C-1 


If I am correct, the early reverse die state begins where 1826 G-2 
ended. All the thorns are present, but they are shorter and less sharp than 
in 1826 G-2. It would seem reasonable that the die was re-lapped before 
being put back into the press in 1828. The wreath is still weak. The re-cut 
letters are seen, but die wear has caused some fading. The right part of the 
left stand of A in STATES starts to crumble a bit. This is small but signifi- 
cant, because it is another indication that the 1 828 G-2 was struck after 1 826 
G-2. By now, the faint scratches over the left serif of T in UNITED are in- 
visible, both by reason of die wear and die repolishing. 

It would appear that still more repolishing occurred, becoming necessary 
by the appearance of clash marks (Ruby 1 276). A drastic job must have been 
done, because the thorns were polished away to mere residual stubs. This is 
what probably led Gilbert astray. He was comparing a late state die having 
severely shortened thorns (the result of successive re-lappings and die wear) 
with an early state die, having slender thorns. He mistakenly thought that the 
long thorns represented the late state. 
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In the terminal state of the reverse die, there appears, in Gilbert’s 
words, "a very faint crack from the upright stroke of E in CENT to the left 
foot of A in HALF" (Helfenstein-Judd 137 and Ruby I 276). Possibly NITED 
is re-cut and the second S in STATES re-touched at the top, as Comm. 

Eaton suggests . 

Ross lists, as his Rev. B, a die that he says is identical with the 1828 
G-2 reverse, except that it is without the thorns. There is no support for 
this in the cataloguers' notes. It is possible that Ross was looking at a late 
state specimen which had only traces of its thorns remaining, after the heavy 
re-lapping . 

The obverse die does not show much evidence of die deterioration, except 
a gradual loss of sharpness, and the weakening of the second star on the left, 
which had to be re-cut after a while. 

Add the following Uncirculated offerings: (28) Dr. G. P. French 12 
(B. Bluestone, Feb. 17-18, 1933); (29) T. L. Elder 270 (June 1 9-20, 1936); 
(30) Bl Bluestone 324 (Jan . 13-14, 1939); (31) M. H. Bolender 35 (Oct. 31, 
1944); (32) 1953 ANA Convention sale 3479 (Aug. 22-26, 1953); (33) R. 

Green 1 689 (July 31 , 1 954) . 

The Dr. French 1394 sold at the 1 946 ANA Convention may be the same 
one which Barney Bluestone sold as lot 1 2 in the Dr. French sale of February, 
1933. 

1 828 G-3, C-2 

I have made a note of about 25 more coins offered as Uncirculated, in 
addition to the 49 previously given. These include: (50) Col. M. I. Cohen 
2005 (Bangs, Merwin & Co., Oct. 25-29, 1875); (51) J. Colvin Randall 1304 
(Bangs & Co., Sept. 15-17, 1885); (52) Ferguson Haines 1061 (Chapman Bros. 
Oct. 17-18, 1888); (53) Sol Kaplan 379 (Nov. 18, 1944), said to be ex Dr. 

G. P. French and T. J. Clarke, but sales not specified; (54) Henry and Allan 
D. Colvin 1384 (French's, Oct. 28-29, 1960); (55) 1 966 ANA Convention sale 
1409 (A. Kosoff), said to be from a Kosoff sale of "several years ago" 

(perhaps Sweyd 95, April 30-May 1 , 1963). 

It would seem that the sharp, evenly impressed strikes are early die 
states, while the coins that show weak stars on the left, or weak hair lines, 
are intermediate and late state specimens. 

The reverse die shows a scratch from the bottom of the left side of A 
in STATES into the upper left serif of T . Intermediate and late state coins 
show pronounced weakness at TA and the leaves below. Comm. Eaton notes 
that the top of C in CENT is always re-cut at the top. It may be merely 
flawed in the punch (1 976 ANA 1 77). 

1 829 G-1 , C-1 

One of the more interesting features of this variety is the so-called 
crack from a leaf to C of CENT, to H of HALF, and to the fourth inside berry 
on the left. This feature was described by Gilbert and some of the cataloguers 
In the examples which I have seen, the "crack" appears as a discontinuous or 
interrupted line. 
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It seems to me that what we have here is not a crack at all, but rather a 
thorn or spine as seen earlier in the reverses of 1802 G-1 , 1806 G-3, 1808 
G-1 and G-2, 1826 G-2, and 1828 G-1 and G-2 . When the master die was 
being prepared, the legend was impressed, using a partial hub. Since no 
thorns are found in the legend, that part of the reverse must have been struck 
first, when the annealed die was least brittle. After the legend had been 
punched into the master die, leaving it more brittle than before, the wreath 
and central lettering were impressed, again using a partial hub, and it is 
likely that the leaf to C-to H- to berry crack occurred in the master die at that 
moment. 

The crack was transferred in relief to the complete hub raised from the 
master die, and it now looked like a thorn or spine. Apparently, an attempt 
was made at the Mint to "erase" the thorn in the complete hub by polishing. 

This was partly successful, especially in the fields. But where the thorn 
passed through letters and devices, the polishing had to be lighter. That is 
why the "crack" appears to be interrupted . 

From this, it follows that early state specimens show the leaf - to C- 
to H- to berry interrupted line flaw at its sharpest. Since there is a report 
that file marks over ICA were polished away (Ruby I 280), it is likely that the 
presence of these file marks also evidence a very early die state. Some re- 
polishing of the working dies must have occurred, possibly to remove clash 
marks, at which time the marks over ICA were lapped away and the leaves 
under ICA blunted. The two ANS specimens of this variety show only 
vestigial remains of the thorn. It seems to me, therefore, that a combination 
of polishing and ordinary die wear removed most of the thorn and evidence the 
late state pf the die. 

Other flaws in the reverse die, visible in the early die state, include 
(1 ) a small projection from C of CENT immediately to the right of the larger 
one referred to above; (2) a small projection at the top of A in HALF extending 
diagonally upwards and to the right; (3) a small projection in the lower right 
serif of E in GENT proceeding diagonally downward; and (4) a small projection 
from the inside lower part of the wreath, on a line with the upright of E in 
CENT. 

One should reconsider whether the linear marks at the tops of TE (or 
ATE), OF, and ME in the legend are breaks or merely flaws resulting from 
compass arc lines. It seems to me that they represent breaks in the working 
die, and that they are not guidelines. The lines seem to show some small 
irregularity , and they are diffuse rather than razor-sharp. Similar circum- 
ferential breaks at the tops of certain letters in the legend are seen in 1803 G-4. 

Add the following Uncirculated offerings, from among a great many others: 
(51) W. H. Woodin 802 (T . L . Elder, March, 1911); (52) W. W. Neil 2260 
(B. M. Mehl, June 16, 1947); (53) 1 948 ANA Conv. sale 988 (F. J. Katen); 

(55) M. A. Holmes 1321 (Stack’s, Oct., 1960); (56) L. G. Lahrman 120 
(A. Kosoff, Feb. 1-2, 1963), MS60; (57) Essex Inst. 107 (Stack's, Feb. 6-8, 
1975); (58) Cornell-Oglethorpe 536 (Stack's, May 30-31 , 1975). 

The Brand- "Dupont" 1116 was sold again as lot 847 in Stack's sale of 
March 15, 1975, again graded AU55. 
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1 831 G-1 , C-1 

The following sales should be added: 

Unc. grades : (8) 1961 ANA Conv. sale 1395 ( J . Kelly, Aug. 16-19, 
1961); (9) Hallenbeck-Kagin 211 (Jan. 10, 1973). 

EF grades ; (1 0) World-Wide Coin Inv. Ltd., U.S. Coins, Vol . 1, No. 

1 (May, 1975) page 1 , rev. scratches. 

VF grades ; (11) B. Bluestone 326 (Jan . 13-14, 1939). 

The "Dupont" 1118, VF20, re-appeared as lot 849 in Stack’s sale of 
March 15, 1 975. 

*The cataloguers have not supplied any data that would enable one to 
differentiate between the early and late die states. The reverse die is easy 
to analyze because it was later used to strike 1832 G-2. We may infer, 
therefore, that the reverse die is unbroken. Further, we may infer that 
there are compass arc lines between D and S, S and O, and F and A, at the 
bottom of the letters, which are clear and sharp, at first. Probably not 
enough 1 831 specimens were struck to discern any fading of those arc lines, 
but certainly that is something to look for. The break from rim to wreath, 
through A of STATES, probably did not develop until 1832 G-2. However, 
the lower part of an extra letter E, inexplicably punched into the die, will be 
found beneath the inside leaf under E of STATES. Another thing to look for 
is the small blemish under the left part of the extra E. That blemish is seen 
in the 1832 G-2 strikes that are uncirculated and fairly sharp. Is it also 
found in 1 831 G-1 ? 

A number of 1831 G-1 forgeries are extant, made by altering 1834 
half cents. A close scrutiny of the dies will immediately reveal the forgery. 
The genuine 1831 shows, on its reverse, the compass guide lines and the 
bottom of the extra E, whereas the altered 1834 will not have these features, 
and (if an intermediate or late state example) will show instead the character- 
istic 1 834 clash marks . The obverse also provides telltale evidence of 
forgery . The true 1 831 has a knob at the upper part of the 3, whereas the 3 
in an altered 1834 has a "curlicue" (B . Max Mehl, Oct. 25, 1955, lot 29). 

************* 


JON HANSON Box 5499, Beverly Hills CA 90210 or c/o New 

Netherlands Coin Co., Inc., 1 West 47th Street, NYC , NY 10036 

FOR SALE - SPECIAL COTTON-LINED COIN ENVELOPES 

These envelopes fit perfectly inside 2x2 standard coin envelopes. 
$9.50 per hundred; $55. per thousand - postpaid. 

************* 
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NEW MEMBERS 


#626 Steve Lund, P.O. Box 6383, Santa Rosa, CA 95406 

#627 Kenneth Lucas, 7217 - 25th Avenue, Adelphi, MD 20783 

#628 Gregory Mellon, P.O. Box 35281 , Detroit, MI 48235 

#629 Robert W . Meyer, 41 Bettswood Road, Norwalk, CT 06851 

#630 Dorothy Gershenson, P.O. Box 395, Bala Cynwyd, PA 19004 

#631 Donald Glick, 56743 Meadowood Drive, Elkhart, IN 46514 

#632 Andrew J . Kaufman , 1 29 S . 1 6th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19102 

#633 Jim Elsmore, 17061 Roscoe Blvd. , Northridge, CA 91324 

#634 Frank Brazzell , 2224 Wabash Avenue, Terre Haute, IN 47807 

#635 Fred H. Borcherdt, 668 Paper Mill Road, Newark, DE 19711 

#636 Richard Justuc, 1 1 60 S . Goldenwest, #3, Arcadia, CA 91006 

#637 James A. Henroid, 2507 Big Bend, #10, Maplewood, MO 63143 

#638 John G. Wood, 21621 Anza, Torrance, CA 90503 


REINSTATEMENTS 


#272 Dr. Cal Ennis, Box 636, Durham, Ontario NOG 1 RO 
#117 Ike Malinger, P.O. Box 3282, Wallington, NJ 07057 


RESIGNATIONS 


Some of these are permanent resignations while others are only temporary. 


Charles Alieva 
Dr. D. V. Boardman 
Paul E. Dornbos 
Heber Dunkle 
Phillips Feld 
Gordon Gill 
Bill Grayson 
Michael Griffith 
A . Frank Hord 
Malcolm Katt 
Gary Kraidman 
anonymous 
Cornelius J. Lynch 
Fredric Mantei, Jr. 
Stephen V. May 
Dr. Philip L. Mossman 


Lawrence A. Nilson 
George A. Noble 
Charles E. Plunkett 
Joseph W. Rattner 
El wood W. Rindahl 
Dr. Kenneth J . Sartoris 
Herman L. Shaw 
Ara W . Thompson 
Dorman W. Whitley 
John W . Young 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Robert A. Schuman, RD #1, Box 168, Dalton, PA 18414 
D . V . Boardman, M.D., 815 Locust Ave., Box 128, Windsor, Colorado 

80550 
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E A C TREASURER'S REPORT 


1 976 


Beginning balance 1 January 1 976 


$ 3785.54 


Less 1976 income received in 1975 

2 

Plus 1976 spending in 1975 

Total 


- 3932.50 

+ 196.25 

- 3736.25 


Gives start 1 976 account 


+ 49.29 


Income for 1 976 

Dues and contributions (in 1 975) 
Dues and contributions (in 1 976) 
Meeting® 

Miscellaneous^ 


3932.50 
1 986.06 
1 732 . 80 
683 . 50 


Total 


+ 8334.86 


Expenditures for 1976 
P-W direct^ 

P-W support® 
Meeting 5 
Organizational^ 
Library 


6281 .94 
219.1 5 
1 767 . 62 
540 . 59 
76.00 


Total 


- 8885.30 


gives start 1977 account 


501 .15 


Q 

Plus 1977 income (received in 1976) 
Less 1977 spending (in 1976) 1 ® 

Total 

gives beginning balance 1 Jan. 1977 
Start 1 977 minus Start 1 976 


5925.00 

-o- 


+ 5925.00 


5423 . 85 
= -550.44 


Footnotes on next page. 


1 . 1976 dues and contributions received in November/December 1975, plus 

$1000 advance from FCI for 1976 EAC auction. 

2. Insurance and badges for 1976 EAC convention, spent in December 1975 

3. Includes the $1000 mentioned in (1), plus an additional $250 from FCI, 

bourse fees, and other show receipts. 

4. Income from advertisements, sale of paperweights, back issues of P-W, 

originals of the attribution articles, etc. 

5. Funds paid directly to our publisher for printing and other items as 

detailed in Dr. Lapp's January article. 

6. Reimbursement for long distance calls, postage, and supplies used in 

preparing P-W for publication . 

7. Includes ANA club insurance, paper and postal envelopes for dues 

notices, dues to ANA, purchase of mailers for paperweights, etc. 

8. Since most loan requests have been for books (rather than catalogues) 

and the bulk of contributions are catalogues, we began a modest 
purchase program to fill in some of the more notable but less 
expensive gaps. Purchased in 1976 were a slide— cassette program 
on Money in Early America, from ANS; the ANS early cent inventory; 
and a book/filmstrip on U.S. Coins Since 1793 from Numis-Film 
Library . 

9. 1977 dues and contributions in response to the November 1976 dues 

notice, received in November /December 1976. 


MEMBERSHIP REPORT 

1 January 1976 

Less drops and resignations (2/76) - 48 


Effective start-1 976 membership 
New members in 1976 

+ 68 

370 

1 January 1 977 

438 


Less drops and resignations (2/77) 

- 77 


Effective start-1 977 membership 


361 


New members thru February 1977 + 21 

Membership as of 1 March 1977 
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382 


REPORT ON QUESTIONNAIRE OF JANUARY 15 


A total of 70 returns were received and have been analyzed. Some returns 

are still coming in. Many returns prompted long explanations. Many 

suggestions were offered. The Editor thanks all of those who responded. The 

analysis resulted as follows: 

#1 . 61 liked P-W just as it is, 4 said no, 5 had reservations . Most common 
comment was to keep out petty bickering between members. 

#2. 50 members wanted P-W to continue just as it is. There were 12 who 
thought that P-W should be restricted by limiting letters to the editors, 
chit chat, etc. Five members felt that all regional reports should be dis- 
carded, and that the journal should contain only informative and scientific 
material . 

#3. 65 members felt that the coin plates should be continued. There were 
three who felt otherwise, and two didn't answer. Many who responded 
praised the excellent quality of the reproductions . There were a number 
who felt that the size of the plates was a big advantage. 

#4. 29 members voted in favor of discontinuing the holing, 33 against it. 

Eight members didn't indicate either yes or no. Some felt that holing 
should be discontinued only as an economy measure. A few objected to 
holing because they didn't have notebooks which would accept the pages as 
holed or they had their copies hard-bound and there was no advantage in 
holing in such cases . 

#5. 54 responses were in favor of mailing P-W in an outside wrapper. Ten 
opposed this, six didn't answer. One response suggested that a lightei — 
weight envelope be used; three thought it should be a heavier envelope than 
is now used . 

#6. 28 responses favored a return to bulk mailing, 35 opposed, and 7 didn't 
care one way or another. 

#7. 48 members preferred 1st class mailing, 13 didn't, 9 abstained. 

#8. 40 said they would pay extra for first class mailing if bulk mailing were 
resorted to. 20 agreed to accept bulk mailing for delivery. 10 abstained. 

#9. 30 members felt that P-W's advertising rates were too low and should be 
raised. Many went along with the rates proposed in the January issue - 
$24. per page, one side; 12 lines free, but if this were exceeded, then 
the member paid pro rata for the space used for the entire ad. There 
were 19 who felt that the present rates should remain. 21 either abstained 
or said that they felt the rates should be determined by the P-W staff. 

#10. There were 34 members who favored keeping the free 12 lines, 10 opposed, 
and 26 either abstained or again left the matter to P-W staff members. 
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#11. 49 responses favored continuation of want ads on a free basis, 1 7 were 
opposed, 4 didn't indicate an answer either way. 

#1 2. There were 43 members who felt that the same want ad by the same 

individual should not be reprinted for another 2 or 3 issued. 21 members 
opposed this, 6 abstained. 

#13. 61 members felt that the number of issues of P-W per year should be kept 
the same. In four instances, it was suggested that the number of issues 
should be increased, perhaps to a monthly basis. There were 6 who 
thought that P-W could be issued on a quarterly basis. Most such reason- 
ing was for economic reasons. Three did not vote either way. 

#14. 56 members voted to continue the annual index, 9 felt it should be dis- 
continued, 5 abstained. Those in favor of continuing the index often noted 
how important it was to have such an index available. 

#1 5. 52 members felt that the size of type used in P— W was best for their needs, 
10 felt the size should be reduced, 8 abstained. Several suggested that a 
small size be tried on an experimental basis. Others suggested that 
economics required more words per page. A number noted that many of 
the older members would have difficulty in reading P-W if a smaller type 
size were used. 

#17. Fifteen members expressed an interest in having an official EAC vest 

or sweater, 48 were opposed, 7 abstained. Many suggested that an emblem 
be made available which a member could attach to his appropriate attire. 
Others suggested an official EAC tie. 

#18. 54 members enthusiastically favored a mail auction by EAC; 12 were 

opposed, 4 contained no response. Many suggested that it be internally 
operated, that EAC accept consignments, and that a fee be established for 
any sales made so that the EAC treasury would benefit. 

#19. 29 members noted that they would be interested in a membership certifi- 
cate, 38 were not, 3 didn't respond. Some felt that this should be a simple 
printed item, others suggested that it should be in plaque form. 

#20. Only 9 members were interested in a lower membership number. 57 
were opposed, some of them violently so. 4 didn't care. 

#21 . 37 members favored retaining the old Sheldon and Newcomb numbers. 

There were 1 5 who thought a change should be made, 8 didn't care. Ten 
members favored a 50-50 split, retaining the Sheldon numbers for the 
most part but changing the Newcomb system of numbering. 

#22. Although 44 members favored retention of an annual convention, there were 
many comments that the time of year was wrong. Some wanted it later in 
the spring when the weather was better; several felt that it should be held 
in the fall. Many commented that the conventions should be self-supported 
by those in attendance. 14 members felt that no convention should be held. 
There were no responses in 1 2 instances . 
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#23. 24 members were in favor of holding an annual convention in conjunction 
with the ANA annual convention, but 36 opposed such an idea. Ten failed 
to indicate a response. Several members were unaware that EAC always 
held a meeting at ANA anyway. 

#24. Fifty-four responses were enthusiastically in favor of holding an auction 
sale in conjunction with an annual meeting. Most were in favor of it 
being internally run, with a percentage going to EAC to pay for the con- 
vention. Three opposed such an auction, and 13 abstained. 

#25. 40 members felt that EAC should schedule a luncheon for the members 
attending the annual meeting. 12 were opposed, 14 didn't answer, and 4 
were lukewarm. A number suggested that such an affair should be optional 
or that a choice of menu be offered. Many felt that a scheduled affair pro- 
vided for better camaraderie and socializing. 

Regarding #1 6 which has been omitted: mail lotteries are a violation of the 

postal system. Most who responded to the questionnaire were in favor 
of a lottery. However, there were also a number who noted that mail 
lotteries were illegal and should not be continued. 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 

1 . P-W to continue, about same as it has been. 

2. Coin plates to be continued, but will be grouped on 1 or 2 pages. 

3. Holing to be discontinued. 

4. P-W to be mailed in envelopes as in past. 

5. Smaller sized type to be tried on experimental basis. 

6. Advertising rates to be set at $24. per page, one-side. 

7. Swaps & Sales ads to be continued. First 12 lines free. Any 
additional lines, whether used for spacing or type, will be billed 
at 50 cents per line. 

8. Want ads to be carried, with same rules as for Swaps & Sales. 
However, no ad will be repeated more than once during the year. 

9. P-W to be continued on 6 issues per year basis. 

10. A chairman in charge of an EAC mail auction to be appointed who 
would set up guidelines for such auctions, seek consignments, 
catalogue offerings, and handle bids. EAC to receive 5 per cent 
of sales price for treasury. 

1 1 . Annual convention to be continued . Chairman should aim for making 
the convention self-supporting. 
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MINUTES OF THE 1977 EAC ANNUAL MEETING 


Denis W. Loring, Secretary 

The meeting was called to order by President Silberman at 10:50 A.M. 
on Sunday, March 6, 1977, with 43 members and guests in attendance. Each 
individual stood and introduced himself, briefly indicating his collecting 
interests . 

Herb presented a plaque to Bill Smith in recognition of his outstanding 
performance in the job of Convention Chairman. Richly-deserved applause 
accompanied the presentation. 

The Treasurer’s Report appears elsewhere in this issue of P-W. Briefly, 
the club foresees no problems for the rest of 1977. Thereafter, the financial 
outlook is unclear. The convention hopes to break even at least, and it may 
produce some net income for the treasury. A discussion followed on the reasons 
for the dues increase, the rising costs of publishing P-W, and possibilities for 
reducing this cost in the future. Herb appointed Natalie Halpern as chairperson 
of a committee to study possible alternatives to our current method of publica- 
tion . 


Herb reported that the IRS has accepted our current application for 501 
(c) (3) tax-exempt status, and will issue its ruling shortly. 

The results of the EAC questionnaire appear elsewhere in this issue of P-W. 

Several members advanced the possibility of a Junior Membership in EAC, 
for which individuals less than 21 years of age would be charged an annual dues 
of $10. rather than $20. Alternatively, Jack Collins and Dick Wright offered 
to sponsor any West Coast junior by paying half his dues, and they invited older 
members from other regions to do the same. Response from EACers as to the 
question of Junior Membership is invited. Send your comments to Doc Lapp 
(731 East 22nd Street, Brooklyn, NY, 11210). 

John Ash’by, resplendent in a prototype for the garment, presented his 
suggestions for an EAC vest. The vest would serve as a ready means of 
identifying EACersat a general coin convention, and also would be a way of 
attracting new members. If enough EACers express an interest, John and his 
wife will make up kits for sewing the vest. The kit will cost approximately $10. 

Midwest regional meetings of EAC will be held in conjunction with the 
Central States and Michigan State coin shows. Contact Mike Tramte (2141 
N. 53rd Street, Milwaukee, Wise. 53208) for CSNS and/or John Wright 
(1 468 Timberland Drive, St. Joseph, Mich. 49085) for MSNS. 

Bill Weber proposed the creation by EAC of a semi-permanent exhibit of 
Colonials, half cents, and large cents, to be exhibited at major coin shows 
throughout the country. Details of this appear elsewhere in this issue of P-W. 
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EACer Jackson Storm wishes to run for the Board of Governors of the 
ANA. Herb proposed that EAC, acting as club member of ANA, nominate 
Jackson for the office. This was so moved, seconded, and passed unanimously. 

Herb introduced EACer, ANA Governor and past-president, numismatist 
extraordinaire John J. Pittman, who then gave a short talk on some of his early 
collecting experiences. 

Bob Miller reported that his suggested EAC lottery has been terminated: 
this was because there was little response; and the lottery, as conceived, was 
illegal . 


Denis Loring raised the question of how actively EAC should attempt to re- 
cruit new members. Discussion followed, with the consensus being that a low- 
key recruiting effort would be desirable, but an all-out membership drive, 
resulting in a large number of one-year members, would be counterproductive . 
The details of the recruiting effort were assigned to Bob Miller, chairman of 
the Membership Committee. 


Denis Loring, John Wright, and Jules Reiver reported on the status of the 
three revisions. Dates for the submission of completed manuscripts are; 
target - summer of 1 977; deadline at the worst - early 1 978. The following 
items are slated for publication: 

1. Three standard revision texts; 1793-1814; 1816-1839; and 

1840-1857. 

2. A booklet consisting of checklist and plates only. 

3. A limited deluxe edition of the texts, with contact prints 

for plates . 


John Wright presented the report of the Nominating Committee. Nominated 
to national office are; 


President 

Vice-President 

Secretary 

Treasurer 


William R.T. Smith 
Denis W. Loring 
Jeff Oliphant 
John D . Wright 


Other nominations for both national and regional offices are solicited from the 
membership. Send your nominations to John Wright. Elections will be by mail 
ballot and will take place late this year. Installation of officers will be at the 
1 978 annual meeting . 


John Wright noted that the West Coast region has been particularly active, 
while several other regions are virtually moribund. Jack Collins then suggested 
that West Coast members be bussed to other parts of the country. This 
suggestion was tabled, pending the outcome of several cases currently before 
the U.S. Supreme Court. 

The 1978 EAC annual meeting will be held somewhere on the West Coast. 
The convention chairman and site will be announced shortly. 

v There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 12 : 15 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Denis W. Loring, Secretary 
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REGISTRANTS AT EAC -CHICAGO 


The following members and guests registered at the EAC meeting in 
Chicago: 


Bob Shalowitz 
Walter Breen 
Mabel Ann Wright 
Jackson C. Storm 
Jack Collins 
Kenneth Wilson 
Phil Wagner 
Frank Wilkinson 
Jon Lusk 
Donald John Guth 
Gene Braig 
Raymond F. Kelly 
Mr. & Mrs. Randall G. 

Schweitzer 

Dan Gibson 

Philip F. Van Cleave 

Ray Bright 

Wm. R. T. Smith 

Kenneth Gackstatter 

Jim McGuigan 

Dan Holmes 


Dick Pune hard 

W . K . Raymond 

R. E. Naftzger 

J. Bobbe 

Sharon Koch 

Ken Pines 

Myles Gerson 

Del W . Bland 

John Jay Pittman 

MarkR. Borckardt 

C. Douglas Smith 

.John W. Adams 

Jules Reiver 

Clint Hollins 

Gordon Wrubel 

Chuck Harrison 

Bob Miller 

John S. Ashby, Jr. 

Denis and Paula Loring 

.John D. Wright 

Herbert A. Silberman 


The following list includes others who attended the convention but who 
failed to sign their names to the roster: 

Jack Beymer 
Roger Cohen 
Ricky Gross 
Dave Sonderman 

Any others? 


Bob Gamage 
Bill Noyes 
Robinson S . Brown 
Dr. Ned Bush 


The Editor has compiled the number of registrants by states, just to see 
how national in scope the attendance at the annual meeting represented. 

There are 51 known to have attended, and these came from 19 different states 
truly a wide-spread representation . Points of origin were as follows; 

Illinois 6, California 6, Indiana 5, Michigan 5, Massachusetts 4, 
Maryland 4, New York 3, Ohio 3, New Jersey 2, and one each from Florida, 
Tennessee, New Mexico, Missouri , Minnesota, Delaware, Virginia, 
Connecticut, Kentucky, and Oklahoma. In 4 cases, the state was unknown. 

ale************ 


- 110 - 


E.A.C. 77 


John D . Wright 

If you weren't there you missed a lot. Most of us who were there missed a 
lot. The official writeup of the 1977 Annual Meeting of Early American Coppers 
is elsewhere in this issue - my intent is merely to "flesh out" the dry bones a bit. 

Mabel Ann (hence M.A.) joined me for the weekend, but she was not the 
only travelling wife — we were pleased to see a half dozen or more ladies from 
our regular crowd. And no telling how many more just disappeared into the 
Loop to try outspending their cent- infected spouses (or should that be spice??). 

But enough of the formal jargon - let's get on to the goodies. 

Chicago hosted three coin shows the weekend of 4—6 March - the International, 
the National Teletype, and the Early American Coppers, We checked into the 
Sheraton on Friday morning, headed for the International, and found it already 
in full swing. There seemed to be a hundred or more dealers, a huge, well- 
organized setup, tons of customers, likely over a million dollars worth of wares 
for sale, a large exhibit area, and not a U.S. coin in sight. I browsed Ancients 
there, but took nothing home. It was certainly bigger than anything short of a 
Central States show. The Teletype show sported three or four dealers with 
super stocks, a few old friends, another dozen or so run-of-the-mill offerings, 
and a couple that were just plain ludicrous (does anybody want a VG 181 7 cent 
for only $85?). Clinton Hollins shared a cab back to the Sheraton and we en- 
joyed a long discussion on collectors, dealers, grading, and bias. Clinton feels 
that we may be projecting an "anti— dealer" image with our repeated comments on 
over-grading, misrepresentation, and unethical practices. 

The EAC show started setting up around 6 P.M. on Friday, with 30 cases 
loaned by RARCOA (thank you, Ed Milas), three xhibits loaned by attending EAC 
members, a lot of time and effort loaned by the weary, and several copper- 
freaks on loan from various institutions around the country. 

I certainly hope Denis or Bill has a list of who-all showed up, because all 
I have is a "bi— guess" and "bi-golly". Naturally, Del Bland had some boxes of 
cents from Willard Blaisdell (via Ted) - I thought those might counteract the 
auction material, but both groups found equally eager buyers. Jack Collins 
brought not only some of his own cents, but some of his and Dick Wright's better 
stock as well (and relieved me of a shekel or two). Ray Kelly, Bob Miller, 

Jack Beymer, Gordon Wrubel, Bob Shalowite, Dave Sonderman, Bob Gamage, 
Clinton Hollins, Sharon Koch (for Larry Whitlow) , Jerry Bobbe (for RARCOA), 
Roger Cohen, Bill Raymond, Ron Guth, and Ricky Gross all had or shared the 
twelve bourse tables. Bob Miller, Dick Punchard, and John Wright exhibited, 
and Jerry Bobbe, Myles Gerson, Chuck Harrison, and Andy and Alex Smith 
helped their dad (the Jolly Alphabet) take care of the thousand— and— one details 
of the show. John Wright handled the Educational Forum by dumping the actual 
work on Denis Loring, and then Denis followed thru with an outstanding job of 
auction-calling. Jaws evidently doesn't subsist on a strict diet of copper- 
freaks — he also eats a lot of punishment. Thanks, Denis, for the best— called 
auction I've ever attended. 


-Ill 


If you count coming home with cents equally a profit to coming home with 
dollars, everybody made a profit - even the thug who robbed Bill Noyes at gun- 
point in his hotel room (really). Bill's loss was minimized since his coins 
were overlooked and his wallet contained mostly travelers' checks, but he did 
lose his watch, wallet, shoes, and suitcase full of clothes. We were all a bit 
nervous for a while after that. 

Ted Naftzger held court in his suite, bringing along a box of eye-poppers 
selected from his collection; the Nominating Committee blew an hour behind 
closed dooes and finally emerged battered but agreed on a 1 977 slate; and I 
wound up with a call from somebody who thought he'd recognized me in the lobby 
a classmate from USAF Pilot Training I hadn't seen since 1964. Howard 
Newton left the Air Force six months before I did and with 700 more flying hours 
he is now a First Officer for Northwest, domiciled in Minneapolis. We got to 
bed shortly before 3 A.M., with the morning to start at 7 or so. 

Saturday was bourse-day, lot-showing-day, and M.A.'s duckout-and-shop 
day. Topics tentatively planned for the Educational Forum were coin photo- 
graphy, coin pressing (foil impressions), and grading. The first was scrubbed 
before it was announced, and the interest was overwhelmingly for grading over 
pressing, so only the grading session actually happened. Denis had handled 
this topic very well before and agreed to help again. I led M.A. (back from 
shopping) down to the bourse floor to pass judgment on a really nice S-33 that 
had smitten me, got collared for auction-lot showing, and never got back to the 
Forum - I missed a real goodie, as did the few others who didn't go. Since 1794 
is M.A. 's year, and since I have to live with any rash action I make (such as 
spending money that has to be borrowed from the Credit Union), her approval of 
the S-33 was an absolute requirement - she loved it and we are now co-owners 
with the CU . 

At 3P.M. Walter Breen gave a tongue-in-cheek presentation on the use and 
abuse of the Queen's English, especially re Numismatics - taking lusty swipes 
at everything from the "draped limbs" of Victorian pianos to the "uncirculated 
with rub" coins of today. The question-and-answer session that followed 
centered mostly around Colonial Coppers - notably the Immunis Columbia, 
Machin's Mill and its products, and the intertwined coppers of Connecticut, 
Vermont, and New Jersey. 

The first session of the auction began at 4 P.M. (or so), with Denis being 
pressed into service at the last minute. Colonials moved slowly, with the action 
picking up a little on the early cents. The acceleration was still apparent thru 
the catalog reprints, with successive lots bringing successively higher prices. 
The books sold rather well, but I was a bit disappointed with the lack of action 
on Dr. Boardman's (CM: EAC#38) set of original Penny-Wise - a bargain at 
$110. Robbie Brown donated a case of spirits from Brown-Forman Distillers, 
and several pre-designated lots (some by lot, some by time-of-day) won a sur- 
prise bonus for their buyers. 

We had nearly two hours for dinner, so two contingents of copper-freaks 
split for Lawry's Prime Rib and for Berghoff 's . Both are excellent, but the 
latter costs less - we ate at Berghoff's with Dan Holmes. 

The second auction session kicked off at 8 P.M. sharp, and all lethargy was 
gone. Denis called raises at a one-a-second rate (literally), slowing down only 
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for the timid or undecided. Most lots sold at several times their opening bids, 
but even so there were bargains for the alert - want a near-XF large cent for a 
$5 bill? When it was all over the major consignor announced himself well pleased 
with the outcome - grossing $11 ,000 on a pre-auction expectation of $8 to 10,000. 

Afterwards Dan Holmes, Clinton Hollins, M.A. and I continued our visit in 
our room, where Dan showed us Sheldon’s color-set of cents - best-loved rem- 
nants of his original collection, now passed on to a carefully-chosen new home. 
They looked exactly as I had remembered them from 1968. 

Primarily due to the great amount of free colunteer work, the low-budget 
but very professional auction, and the cost-reduction negotiations between the 
hotel and the show chairman (WRTS), the $1 door-charge (objected to by some), 
the lower-cost security (Pinkerton men thru Myles’/Bill's businesses), and the 
free loan (with volunteer drayage) of all needed show cases (thanks again Ed 
Milas), the projected $3-per-member deficit for the meeting will likely evaporate. 
In fact, if all auction bidders pay their debts in full and on time (which remains 
to be seen), the 1977 Annual Meeting may net as much as a $2-pei — member profit . 
Those of you who have gone on record publicly and privately as "opposing sub- 
sidizing the few who attend, by the many who do not" are welcome to renounce 
your part of this profit. 

Saturday night I turned in at 1 A.M. , one beat boy. And Sunday started at 
8A.M. for breakfast and more BS with my flight-buddy (back from his CHI- 
MIL-CHI-ATL-CHI run), joined by Phil Van Cleave (my greatest find - a fellow 
LC-nut in New Mexico) and Dan Gibson (a new friend from Nashville). Then to 
the bourse room for a quick tour and settlement of auction-purchase obligations, 
and it’s time for the real thing - the official EAC Annual Meeting. 

At the meeting we discussed publication costs, and members Bob Miller 
and Natalie Halpern will pursue this further. Herb Silberman announced to the 
club that John Wright would finally publish in August, 1977, and John Wright 
announced that John Wright would in all likelihood not finally publish in August, 
1977. Herb explained the publishing arrangements to us for all three upcoming 
books on the series 1793-1857, and we moved on to my announcement (as Chaii — 
man. Nominating) of the new proposed slate for EAC officers . . . 


for President W.R.T. Smith (alias "Jolly Introvert") 

for Vice President Denis Loring (alias "Jaws") 

for Secretary Jeff Oliphant (sans alias) 

for Treasurer John Wright (alias "Thumbs") 


I will be co-ordinating with people within the regions to select regional 
candidates who will do more than be. The next two issues of PENNY-WISE will 
be provided for discussion of these and/or other candidates before ballots are 
mailed. 

Bob Miller told about the aborted EAC raffle scheme (see elsewhere in 
this issue); John Pittman shared a few reminisces; EAC as an ANA-member- 
club, nominated Jackson Storm for ANA Governor; John Ashby made a good 
pitch for a distinctive EAC vest for coin shows; Jack Collins announced his 
firm's subsidizing half the dues for junior members in the West Coast region, 
with hopes that some East Coast dealer(s) will follow suit for their own region(s); 
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regional EAC meetings were announced for CSNS in Milwaukee (May), for 
MSNS in Grand Rapids (April), and in New York (March); and EAC members 
Max Draisner and Alan Brotman were expelled for unethical conduct. 

Perhaps I've forgotten some other things. If so, Denis' official report will 
catch them . After the meeting , things started unraveling as members faded 
away to airports and expressways. Jerry Bobbe gave three separate recitals on 
his cello - one was excellent, to the accompaniment of a vacuum cleaner in an 
empty meeting room - another was even better in my hotel room (a private play- 
ing for Walter Breen and M.A.) - and I'm told that the final one in the Grand 
Ballroom was even better yet. 

As for us, we left around six; but some few people just couldn't quit. One 
such was Mark Borckardt, who parked Saturday in a closed-Sunday parking 
garage and found he couldn't get his car until Monday. And that's all I know of 
EAC 77 - the good times, the tragedies, and the victories of it. See what you 
missed. Why not plan now to attend EAC 78 next March in the West? 


The following members are listed as not having paid their dues for 1977, 
as of March 9. Their names are being removed from the roster, and they will 
no longer receive P-W or other club mailings. If you are acquainted with any 
of them, we suggest that you mention to them that they have lost their EAC 
membership. Some of them, we are sure, have just overlooked mailing in their 
checks despite repeated billings. 


************* 


Chuck Alboth 
William D. Barnes 
S . Richard Baylus 
Richard Bender 
Dave Berg 
Phil H . Botkiss 
Edward G. Brigante, Jr 
Worth Brown 
Allen Corson 
Alvin W . Davis 
Charles Gallant 
Kenneth Hallenbeck 
John F. Hanzel 
Arthur L . Hodson 
H. J. Hoffman 
Judith A. Kawalski 
Thomas P. Maehl 
Jeff Malakoff 
John S . Manteiga 
L/C Willard Mumford 
Paul Munson 
Col. Bill Murray 


Janet O'Hare 
Frederick Ouellette 
Gus Parganos 
Ralph Pfau 
Melvin Robinson 
Robert Rogers 
Dr. William Rubin 

D. Scott Secor 
Richard L. Smith 
Rev. Harry J. Stewart 
Joseph G. Stuller 

A. M. Szymanski 
Carlos R . Vest 
James Engel 
Raymond B. Fowler 
Jack Greenberg 

E. Jon Hanson 
anonymous 
David Johnston 
Greg Krill 
Darrell W. McClure 
James A. Philips 
Aron Roberts 


************* 
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EAC '77 


D.L.'s DIARY 


Background: In celebration of Paula's MBA and my FSA, we took a 2^ 
week escape to Las Vegas, Hawaii, and - Chicago, thus crowning our vacation 
with the 1 977 EAC annual convention . 

Friday morning, March 4: arrived 8 A.M. , after leaving Hawaii at 8 P.M. 
the previous night. This isn't jet lag, it's jet gap . We left 75° and sun to find 

40° and rain we run into John Adams on the airport bus and my head 

promptly clicks into numismatic neck . . . check into the hotel, immediate three- 
hour zonk, shower, shave, and looking for action. 

Friday afternoon: first gathering of the faithful is in Robbie (RSB) 

Brown's suite, where the bourbon, coins, and conversation all flow freely. . . . 

after years of correspondence, I finally meet Phil Van Cleave Chairman 

Alphabet glows over his S— 37, ex the aforementioned PVC, who now has a com- 
plete set of 1798 cents (including the NC's, fellers) I do my part by 

completing RSB's 1801 's, trading him the fourth known NC2 down to the 

unopened bourse room, where I get my day's exercise by schlepping display 

cases from somewhere deep in the bowels of the Sheraton Paula's now back 

from a stroll to Marshall Fields, so we go up to God's country (that's Ted 

Naftzger's suite) to look at some of his unrealities Jerry (Mad Monarch) 

Bobbe leads ten of us, stomachs a-growl, to the second-best pizza place in the 


known universe maybe, just maybe 

Friday evening: back to Ted's room, where he and I have a pre-planned 
session on 1798's image; Robbie Brown in the corner, going through 


boxes of ex Blaisdell Late Dates like a kid in a candy store the long- 

dreaded Nominating Committee isn't too bad after all Flash; one of our 

East Coast members has been robbed at gunpoint in his room . The thief got 
wallet, watch, and clothes, but no coins. Paranoia sets in Herb and I dis- 
cuss the revision, with summer '77 still the target 1 : 30 A.M. , enough for one 

day. 


Saturday morning, March 5; lots of friends showing up now a 

pleasure to meet some new (to me) EAC wives; Jeanne Brown, Mrs. Ned Bush, 

and Norma (newlywed) Harrison the bourse is bustling finally pry Del 

Bland's VF S-45 loose (it only took two years) an off-center 1 794 from 

Bill Raymond and then 


Weirdness of the Week 
The Case of the S-35 

Act 1. Scene - DL is standing on the bourse floor, chatting with his wife and 
Jackson Storm. Cast of characters; Dealers X and Y, collector Z, Herb 
Silberman (HAS), DL. 

Z to X; Wanna buy this S-35 for $50.? X to Z; No thanks. (HAS overhears) 
HAS to Z; Give me the coin for a minute. (Z gives coin to HAS) 
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HAS to DL: Wanna buy this S-35 for $50.? DL: Sure. (Takes coin and gives 

HAS $50.) 

HAS to Z: Here’s your $50. Z: Thanks. 

Act II. One minute later. Scene: Same as Act I. 

HAS to DL: Wanna sell that S-35 for $100.? DL: Sure. (Gives HAS coin) 

HAS to Y: Wanna buy this S-35 for $100.? Y: Sure. (Takes coin, gives 
HAS $100.) 

HAS to DL: Here’s your $1 00. , give me $1 0. 

DL to HAS: Sorry, all I have is a $20. bill. You’ll have to take it. 

HAS: Sure. 

Paula and Jack Storm, together: WHAAAA? 

(Curtain) 

(Editor’s note: dealer put coin up for sale at $200.) 

Saturday afternoon: Paula visits an old college friend while I lead an 
educational forum on grading. Ten of us grade some coins independently, com- 
pare notes, and find differences up to 30 points per coin. Educational, indeed. . . . 
auction time, and DL gets to call it. The sale is spiced by several bottles of 
good drinkers' stuff, generously donated by RSB and awarded randomly to 
successful bidders. .... Lots of fun and games, and the bottom drops out of 
the reprint and B. Max Mehl market. 

Saturday evening: A most enjoyable dinner with Adams, Wrubel, Punchard, 

and the Harrisons, then back to the auction action glad I don’t collect Late 

Dates highlight of the sale comes when Del Bland almost steals an unlisted 

1843 for $4. , but Jules Reiver goes to $5 . , winning the coin - and a freebie 

bottle of booze as well my throat croaks for refreshment after the sale, so 

eight of us have a few at The Meet Market it’s midnight, I’m tired. Let’s 

go to sleep, my love, but first up to Myles Gerson's room to pick up my coin 
brush. . . .ERROR, ERROR: dear wife spends next two hours as upcard turner 

and chief spectator of the MZG-REN gin rummy confrontation. . . .fortunately, 

I got my next wind, and Walter Breen and I ramble away the time 2:15 

A.M. , shall we try again? 

Sunday morning, March 6: up early, pack for the fifth (and last time in 

2^ weeks, down to breakfast (hello, Myles), then on to the meeting smaller 

attendance than last year, but at least as good a meeting ..... up once more to 

the REN suite Myles and I finally find time to exchange ’ 96’s (mine) for 

98 T s (his) a one— hour cello concert by Jerry Bobbe (to an audience of five) 

in the Grand Ballroom is the highlight of the whole weekend one more gin 

game???? There goes Paula again. . . . OK, so I look at Ted's coins and Doug 

Smith looks at mine. .... time to close up the bourse and put away the cases 

final goodbyes and off to the airport thank you. Bill Smith, Midwest Region, 

and EAC. You've done it again. See y’all in Atlanta! ! 

************* 
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PROPOSAL FOR AN EAC NATIONAL EXHIBIT 


William R. Weber, c/o Western California Telephone Co., P.O. Box 998, 
Los Gatos, CA 95030, proposed the following at the annual meeting: 

"To bolster our thinning ranks, I would propose that EAC improve its 
public relations program. Personally, I’ve been favorably impressed not only 
by the knowledgeable people within EAC but also their willingness to share. 
However, its influence is primarily ’in house’, with very few non-members aware 
of EAC and EAC ’s contributions to early copper collecting. I would propose 
that we publicize EAC by providing a much needed and timely service to the 
entire coin-collecting fraternity, namely: to assemble and exhibit early 
American coppers - Colonials, half cents, and large cents - by major type and 
GRADE at the ANA Convention. There is no question in my mind that EAC 
possesses the necessary talent, material, and motivation (?) . 

The following guideline outlines what I see to be possible and practical. 

First, President Silberman should select and appoint a grading committee in 
each of the three fields. The Committee would: 

1 . Determine the number of coins needed to effectively illustrate the type. 
(Exhibit only those grades in which the type could reasonably be expected to be 
found. Showing all the major grades, from AG3 to MS70, of all types, would 
be impractical and unnecessary.) 

2. Assemble an exhibit from those collectors willing to loan their coins. 

(I would make my half cent collection available.) 

3. Choose a display committee to resolve artistic matters such as those 
relating to cases, color, lighting, background, etc. 

4. Select 3 or 4 major coin conventions around the country with suitable 
facilities and interest in featuring our exhibit. This should be no problem, as 
most conventions are desperate for good exhibits. 

5. Determine the best form for publicizing EAC as sponsor of the exhibit 
and how one can obtain membership in EAC. 

6. Have the regional chairmen act as project coordinators when the exhibit 
is in their region . 

Providing coins for the exhibit would not have to fall continually on just a 
few members' shoulders. Many, if not most of the coins needed, should be 
available from EAC members living in the vicinity of, or proposing to attend, 

the convention . 

There it is - if you feel that some portions, rather than all, of the proposal 
would serve EEAC, please use it. 1 believe what I have suggested would identify 
to all interested parties the type of organization which EAC represents, and such 
a display would attract the type of new members to EAC who would contribute to 
its stature as well as growth." 

Sic************ 
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ABOUT THIS ISSUE 


You may have noticed by now that this issue reaches you without any 
holing. It was discontinued as an economy measure. This saving amounts to 
about $20. per issue, or 4$ per member. 

It was also intended that this issue be printed up in Elite type, which was 
suggested as an economy measure by a number of the members. However, 
MM uses an Executive typewriter. In comparing her type with that of Elite 
type, she gets the same number of words on a line as she could with an Elite. 
The only difference was that three lines of Elite type measures 7/16 inches, 
while MM's Executive type takes up % inch. Big deal! We'll stick with MM's 
choice! 


MID-ATLANTIC EAC REGIONAL MEETING 

Joe Kane (Box 599, McLean, VA 22101) advises that a regional EAC meet- 
ing has been scheduled for 3 P.M. on April 30, 1977 at the Sheraton Inn on 
Route 950 in Maryland. The meeting will be held in conjunction with the 
Prince George's Coin Club annual show. All are invited. 

Joe will have announcements in the mail to those members on his mailing 
list at about the time you receive this issue of P-W. 


The next issue of P-W is scheduled for release on May 15. Absolutely 
NO material received on or after April 30 can be included in that issue. 

Please be advised that it takes 7 to 1 0 days from the time that you mail 
your letter until it reaches the Editor in Brooklyn - mail delivery in the New 
York area is VERY SLOW. Plan accordingly, if you want your Swaps & Sales 
ad or other material included in the May issue. 

jfc***********^ 

EAC REGIONAL MEETING - NYC METROPOLITAN AREA 

Jackson 3 torra advises that there will be an EAC regional meeting 
held in conjunction with the New York Metropolitan Numismatic Conven- 
tion at the Rarbi zon Plaza Hotel, 101 W. 5bth Street, Manhattan on 
Friday evening, March 2 : j , 1977 at 7:30 P.M. The meeting will be held 
in Studio ?. All interested are invited to attend. 

************* 

NOTICE OF MEETING - REGION I 

There will be a meeting of Region I, EAC, at the home of Carvin Goodridge, in 
Bristol, Conn., on the evening of March 26, 1977, from 7 p.m. on. For reservations 
and travel directions, please notify the Regional Secretary, Charles Funk, 

F.C. 3ox 56 , East Granby, Conn. 06026 (phone (203)653-2950. eves). Let him 
know, too, if you'd be interested in car-pooling. 
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PRICES REALIZED 
EAC Auction - M&rch 5, 1977 
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SWAPS & SALES 


WILLIAM VAN RODEN P.O. Box 7151 Elkins Park, PA 19117 

FOR SALE OR HIGHEST BID - sales catalogues - include significant 
L/C sales: Stack's Vain Roden L/C sale (PR); Mehl's Dr. French cents (FP); 
Numismatic Gallery Pearl sale (FP); Stack's Dupont sale (PR); Merkin's 
Helfenstein sale (PR); Kosoff's Lahrman sale (no prices); Kosoff's Schwartz 
sale (PR); Sotheby's King Farouk coll. 300 pages; Kosoff's Sloss sale (PR); 
Bolender's Sternberg sale (NP); Kosoff's Sweyd sale 1963 (NP); NN's 1960 and 
1962 L/C sales (PR); NN's 1968 sale Colonials (PR); Schulman's sale 3 - 
1962 US & Foreign; French's 1961 MANA sale Colonials, etc. 

MAIL BID SALE - The following correctly graded large cents. 

William J. Parks, 1705 North Westmoreland Drive, Orlando, FL 32804 

1 823/2 N — 1 G-5 1 823 N-2 F-1 2 

1 823 N-2 G-4 1 841 N-2 VF-30 

Also two carrying and display cases; each with eight red felt lined trays, fitted 
with glass covers; cases can be locked. Almost new $25. each. 

* 

STEVEN BLVN 700 Cortelyou Road Brooklyn, N.Y. 11218 

FOR SALE: PENNY WHIMSY, 1.958, very gently used, no marks. 


some tears in dust jacket $45. 

Maris; THE COINS OF NEW JERSEY, 1962, hard cover, 

new, cover slightly warped $25. 

Maris; same as above, soft cover reprint, new $15. 

Kentucky token, F+, nick in field $40. 

Pine Tree 6 pence, Noe 32, Poor $40. 

New Jersey, 1788, M-67-V, G/F $20. 

Lot of 4 half cents, F-AG, 1806, 08, 10, 34 $18. 


DENIS W. LORING P.O. Box 161, Back Bay Annex Boston, Mass. 02117 

FOR SALE; Some 1 796 cents; 

S-110 AG3 $17.50 

Excellent starter set; S-88 ,89,91 ,92,97, 1 05 (R6) , 108, 110 
8 pieces. 6 are Fair2, the 108 BS1 , and ( i e 105 a decent 
AG3 . $105. for the set. 

S— 89, 91 , 99?, 110? - real clunkers - $42. for all four. 

ALSO: 1818 N-10, MS 65. Obv. 65% red, rev. 90% red. $305. 

Auction catalogue; the James B. Wilson sale, by T. L. Elder 10/'08 
With original plates (including 8 of L/C's), hardbound, 
mint condition. $250. 

And finally: lot of 67 different auction catalogues 1924-65, plus 6 periodicals, 
and the 1 953 Standard Catalog. I wanna get this pile off my floor. 
"Retail" value of the lot is about $350. - so make me an offer 

already! 


- 120 - 


MARK S. FUNAIOLE 


5627A Persimmon 


ShawAFB, S.C. 29152 


Large cents for sale - All have nice brown color and choice surfaces unless 
otherwise noted. 


1 81 8 

N-6 

F— 1 2 

Sm . rim dents 

$1 2.00 
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VF-20 
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N-1 

F-1 2 Stain - 
center rev. 

28.00 

1 857 

N-5? 

VF-30 Nice 

60.00 


CARVIN GOODRIDGE 19 Milton Road Bristol, Conn. 06010 


Duplicate HALF CENTS For Sale 


1804 G-5 VF-30 

$42. 

1 809 

G-3 

F 

$35. 

1 804 G-7 nice 

F 


1 826 

G-2 

EF 

70. 

Rim 

brk LIBE 

60. 

1828 

G-3 12S 

F 

26. 

1804 G-7 cleaned EF 

40. 

1 832 

G-1 

VF 

28. 

1 804 G-8 St 9 

F 

28. 

1833 

G-1 

VF 

25. 

1804 G-1 1 Aim 

VF 

80. 

1 835 

G-1 

EF 

38. 

1 806 G-2 

VG 

35. 





LARGE CENTS 






1795 S-76a 

VG/G 

$60. 

1 803 

S-248 



1 796 S-88 

VG7/2 

40. 


SI Rgh 

F 

55. 

1796 S-113 

AG 

40. 

1 803 

S-246 



1797 S-143 

VG7/3 

60. 


Sm Mks 

F 

25. 

1801 S-219 3 err AG 

20. 

1803 

S-262 rgh 

VG 

25. 

1802 S-229 

AG 

8. 

1 803 

S— 265 

G 

38. 

1802 S-235 Dk 

VG 

20. 

1 803 

S-265 



1 802 S-240 

AG 

15. 


Sm punct, 

. G 

15. 

1803 S-243 



1 805 

S-268 



SI rgh 

VG 

18. 


Sm ed dts 

G 

11 . 

1803 S-247 

F 

35. 

1 806 

S-270 

G 

20. 




1 807 

S-274 

VG 

20. 




1 81 1 

S-287 

G-6 

35. 


* 


* 


- 1 21 - 


* * * 


STEPHEN V. MAY 631 4 Jaymar Drive, N.E. Salem, Oregon 97303 


FOR SALE: to the highest bid er. Deadline - 30 days after publication 
of this issue . 


1794 S-44 R1 
S-47 R5- 

1802 S-239 R4- 

1811 S-287 R2 


FI 2 

VF30 Ex Williams. No damage. Med. dk brn. Smooth 
surfaces . 

VF30 Ex Newcomb Uniform, med. dk brn. Smooth 

surfaces. Pictured in Newcomb's essay on 1802 cents. 

FI 2 


Restrike, Washington head Civil War cent, from original die. Fuld 122. 
Silver. Only 350 struck. Uniface. 

EARLY AMERICAN CENTS by Sheldon. 2 copies. Both in mint condition, 
with dust jackets. 

PENNY WHIMSY by Sheldon. Not the reprint. Mint cond. No dust jacket. 


************* 
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